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ESPI0HA<5B'- 
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: ■- V' - .■r."T> *-';■■ ^. ^- ■-' ■■.■-‘. * -- ■- '/.'■'■'i'-.c.r 

SYNOPSIS 01 ^ FAOTt ^GO/siill employed as engineer by Carol Management /. , : 

‘ St., New York, and continues residence.; . 

/ at 66-07 99tli St.j Be go Park, New York. Spot > 1 

^ auryeiliances disclose no pertinent activity* ’ ■ \ " 

^ ;. ; all iNF 0 Rr,'ATi 0 ^l ' contained 

• ^ ^ V ‘ herein is UNGLAoSlrlEDi ' • . 

~ . T pAT F.a.«j.gr> _ BY3P!tygtog'/^ 

DETAIIiS; V HENRY BOLIA, assistant superintendent at 66-07 SSftjb . 

' Street, Re go Park, advised that he sees VAGO almost 
daily at that address and had frequent occasion to visit 
the VAGO apartment. He advised that there are few visitors at that 
address during his period of duty and that in his conversations with 
VAGO and other members of the family there appears tb be no doubt of 
the family* s continuing intention tp reside at the address. He 
stated that VAGO appears to avoid contact with other tenants since his 
arrest and no longer engages in attempts to project his political 
beliefs on his neighbors. 

Doctor ROBERT JACOBS, dentist at the building In which 
VAGO resides, also advised that he sees VAGO regularly entering and 
leaving the building, but could furnish no other information. 

JACOB ARONOW, former employer of VAGO at 12 East l|.8th 
Street, advised that VAGO works regularly at that addrosa as an 
engineering draftsman for Carol Management Corporation. 
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.- lulenilftl :Inromi^t y*ii of^inowhj:^6'liaDl^S^^^;^^> 

"i= «.. tB 6 •Sterling .national Baiife and Iriiat Comnianv.‘ j 9 £^-'^^«^ll^ 


■r r •-- ~v»--- < 


';^1 j^ncks appeared to be oX a routii^e nature ^ for such Items \. -'' 
3 nas rent, and utilities, with the exception bf a check for $ 100.66 r* 
:X^P. the powhtown Community Schopr.. It is noted that this school," % 
' Which has been previously described as Under Communist - * ' 

domination, was attended by VAG 0 »a son, JgfiU,- during the 
previous schobi year. , V ’ • f ~ /JrrV^ 0 - ^ 


' Sr > ihf diinatlon obtained from 'Confidential ' Inf omant "" 

T -1 was obtained on a confidential basis and is rpt to. be S 
made public excep^t on the issuance oX a . subpoena* . " ^ 

Spot siirvelllances of VAGO on September IJ, 18 ," and . . ^ 

. 26 , October.. 3 , 5 # 8 # 16 , - 19 , 26 , ' 31 , and November 6 'and 12 . 19 ^ 1 ^ 
reflect that VAGO is apparently abiding by bis bond require- 
ments but disclosed no information pertinent to this 
investigation. 
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Coples^ontlnued: 

1 * Los Angeles ( 65 .^^ 125 ) (Info.) 

1 - San Francisco ( 65 -if 286 ) (Info.) 

1 - Washington Field ( 65 - 5598 ) (Info.) 
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At Be so PariCj ^ew York: " 




Will continue to maintain a mall cover 'at 
66-07 99tli Street, Rego Park* 


Will maintain contact with assistant building, 
superintendent HENRY BOLIA*. 


■} Will conduct spot surveillances to insure VAGO* a 
residence end ayallabllity.* - * . ^ - 


. Will continue 'to monitor the bank account of the 
subject at the Sterling National Bank and Trust Company, 

95-36 Queens Boulevard. 


At New York* New York: 


Will follow and report prosecutive action^ 


REFERENCE: Report'^of SA ROBERT M. KANE, ‘9/18/51 at New Yoik. 
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osaa JOHN VACO, vas., pesjvkt* csp. basi b. beport bictated. 


WILL BE 'StfBHITTED WHEN TRANSCRIBED. 
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not noticed anything of 


VAOO still employed^ as engine ei* by > . 
Carol Management Corporation, 12 East' 
46th Street j NYC and continues to ‘ ', 
reside at 66-07 99th Street^ Bego 
Park, NY# Spot surveillances 
disclosed no pertinent activity. 


' J . I 

At New York, New York 


^ ' ' HENRY BOliiA, Assistant Superintendent 

at 66-07 99th Street, Bego Park, 

New York advised that he sees VACO 
almost daily at that address and has 
an unusu^ nature in VAG0*S activities. 






n-vL 


. He said that VAGO leaves h-is apartment 

every molding between 6n00 and 8:30 a.m# and presumably goes to 
his place of employment# ^ . -i A ^ ‘\X ■ 

' jf'V^ Confidentiai Informant T-1, of known , 

reliability, advised that vAGO, as of December 31, 1951 had a balance 
of A122#62 at the Sterling National Bank and Trust Con^any, 95-38 
Queens Boulevard# The informant advised that all checks appeared to 
be of a routine nature for such items as rent and utilities# ^ ' 

^d^T-1 stated, there appeared to" be no ». 
Indicatlns that. VAOO had any intention of closing the account# The. ^ 
^nforn^lon o^l^ained from Confidential Informan*^ T-1 was obtalp^ ^ 
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A . ^■' ^-' ' Jf-?^ ■ v - - . 

--.-r '■*-■•■ ^ '' 

basis and Is nst to be made public except 
of a subpoenal . ^ ^ \ .r/:r; 

Spot surveillances of VAGO on December 3, k* 11 
and ZXt 1931 reflect that he continues his employment at the 
Carol Management Corporationj 12 East 4^th Street^ Hew York 
City. These surveillances also indicate that VAGO is 
apparently abiding by his bond requirements but dis'cloaed no 
information pertinent to this investigation. 
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Copies of this report are being furnished to Lob 
ingeles, San Francisco and Washington Field for information 
in accord€Uice with Bureau *8 instructions, 

LEADS • > - ^ ^ ’ 

NEW YORK ' 

At Rego Park> New York . , 

0 

Will continue to maintain mail cover at bb-07 99th 
Street j Rego Park on the subject* 


Will maintain contact with Assistant Building 
Superintendent, HENRY BOLIA. 

Will continue spot surveillances to insure VAGO*S 
residence and availability. 


Will continue to monitor the bank account of the 
subject at the Sterling National Bank and Trust Company, 
95-38 Queens Boxilevard. 

At Hew York, Hew York 


REFERENCE 



Will follow and report prosecutive action 


Report of SA ROBERT M. KANE, at New York, 
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SAC, Hew York (100-55242) 

OSCAR was. 

• PERJtfKC'- 


_S GOVERNMENT 

DATS. a/l8/52 


p ES;PioNAGR.'-:,H V-,r' -. ;■ " '.^ ^ 

>TISA BOBERT MARTIN, SDNY, advised .on .-. 

ha^ obtalneii tentative clearance to. go' to trial in the , yAOQ ' 
case in April of .. 19^"\ a ' -. - r " 1 

MARTIN said he considers this a good case althou^ 
it is a difficult question of law. This is being furnished for ^ 
the information of the Bureau.' r . , 







«C0RD®''^ 

.0r25 



««« . 

4r 

4( U 


BJT: JEQ' 


1 ) 






A« Birth Data 2 

Citizenship Status 2 

C* Education 2 

D« Marital Status 3 

\ E* Military service 3 

P« Criminal Record 3 

G. Employments , 5 

1* AasooialSon with Brothraan Associates 6 

H. Residences 13 

II COMMUNIST PARTY AND RELATED CONNECTIONS 13 - 

III CLAIRE VAGO ^ ’ 19 

IV MISCELLANEOUS 20 

V DESCRIPTION 21 






f •. 







I BACKGROUND 


A# -Birth Data 


The records of the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service, JO Columbus Avenue, reflect that was 
born PebI^uary 27* *i&98, at Budapest, Hungary, to JlQRBJS and 


B* Cltlzanghlp Status 


. On i'^y 1938 * VAGO filed petition for 

Naturalization number 310521, in United States District 
Court, Southern District of New York, and was admitted to 
citizenship in the s ame court September 29, 1938, , certificate 
number 1^-320335 • 

According to Immigration and Naturalization 
Service records VAGO entered the United States at New York 
on January 12, 1925, on the S3 MONGOLIA. He was destined as 
a student to the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
however, he actually attended Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New 
York, from January to March, 1925, and then began work as an 
engineer in New York. 

Cf Sduga.tlon 

VAGO on May 15, 1950, when interviewed by 
SAS LEO H. PRUTKIN and ROBERT M. KANE, advised that he had 
attended the Hessiche Technische Hochschule at Darmstadt^, 
Germany, from September, 1920 to May, 1921, and was graduated 
from the Royal Hungarian Tecnnical Institute at Budapest as a 
Civil Engineer in 1922. 

The records of Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New 
York, checked by SA RAYMOND A. MULLINS, in the pall of 1950, 
reflected |hat VAGO attended one course, in- Structural 
Designing, At the Evening School of Science and Technology 
from Janua^ 22, 1925 to March 19, 1925* 
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D> Marital Status 


According to the records of the Department of 
Health, Borough of Queens, OSCAR VAGO married ..C.I*AIRE^BKSMANN4 ^St:^ 
at Long -island City, Hew York, on March 31, 1928 • Two 
- children have been born of this marriage, a son born May 12, 

1938 , and a younger girl, named SUSAN# 

E» -Military Service 

“^e records of Confidential Infomant T-1, another 
government agency which maintains personnel files, advised 
that VAGO registered mder the Selective Service Act on 
February 15# 1942; that his serial number was ,979, order 
number III 48 and that he had been classified 4 a as of May 1, 

1943 * It was stated that VAGO did not enter into military 
service because he was over age# ‘ 

P. Criminal Record 


VAGO was arrested Septenher 28, 1950, in the vicinity 
of 16 East l^6th Street, New York City, by agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation on a bench warrant issued by United 
States District Judge JOHN C# KNOX, following the indictment 
of VAGO on September 28, 1950, by the Grand Jury of the Southern 
District of New York for Perjury# He was released on $5»000 
ball January 20, 195l» He is presently awaiting trial and is 
residing* at 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park, Queens, New York# 

Assistant United States Attorney ROBERT MARTIN, 

Southern District of New York, on February 18, 1952, advised that 
he had received tentative clearance to go to trial in the VAGO 
case sometime in April, 1952# 

The following is the record of OSCAR VAGO under Pedegal 
Bureau of Investigation number 519 74^ A; 
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USM New York NY 

Oscar John 
Vago 

#C 133550 

9/28/50 

perjury before 
the Federal G.J# 

So.Dist of NY 

Fed Detention 
Hdq 

NY JIY 

Oscar John 
Vago 

#60513 

9/28/50 

perjury before $50,000,00 
Grand Jury ball 

SOS Array 

Oscar John 
vago 

#68-Pel-l82 

chief 

engineer- 

structural 

FP 

6/11/1^2 . , 


Fingerprint Classification; 



7 0 
X 


Alias : 


13 T 10 19 

20 W III 


Oscar 


J» Vago* 


Description: 

Color: wiite 
Sex; male 

Height: 5 rt. 6 in. 

Weight: 150 lbs* 

Complexion: dark 
Build: stocky 
Hair: dark brown 
, Eyes; brown 

Scars and marks; hernia scar. _ 

Birth: 2/27/9S, Budapest, Hungary. 
Citizenshlp: US - 

Besidance: from 1942 to 1950 - 6607 99‘to;St. 

Forest Hills, Long Island, 
Company: In 1942 r pellhelmer and Wagner" (as 
on prt #88*-?el-lS2) 

The fingerprint file of, this individual 
Includes a photograph. 
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Contributor of 
Fingerprints 


Name and 
Number 


Arrested or 
Received 



Charge 



BPD, New York Oscar John 9/28/SO perjury 

N y Vago 

#100.55242 


Refer two copies of record on all inquiries re# 
Oscar John Vago, was> Oszkar Vago, John Muray, 
John Murray, to BPD NYC NY their file #100.55242 
per inf rec therefrom 2/10/51* Bufile #101.1988 • 
(Ident FBI #519 74^ A)* ' 


G* Employment 

The following are ilie employment listings by VAGO since 
his arrival in the Ikiited States, compiled from personal inter- 
view, employment and school records. Immigration and Naturallza- 
tion files and from Confidential information T-1: 


J« M. pelaon, architect 
New York Central 
White construction company 
J, M. Pals on 

White Construction Company 

C. W. A. - WPA 

Austin Company 
19 Rector Street 

Procurement - P.W.A. 


March 16, 1925 to April 10, 1926 

April 15, 1926 to April 20, 1926 , 

April 26, 1926 to February 11, 1928 

February 13# 1928 to October 27# 
1928 

October 29# 1928 to February 1, 

1933 

January 29# 1934 "to October 28, 

1936 

October 20# 1936 to DecembeiT TO, 

1937 ' € 

July 25» 1936 to December 1,' »939 





T 


,r) 






White Construction Company 
Pellhelmer & Wagner 
John Greenewalt 




idential 



December 16, 1939 to Jun^ 

June 13 # 1941 t:o July I 6 , 

July a, 1941 to April 17# 1943 
April 19 # 1943 to October 31# 1943 


Angelo Conti 

Regal Chemical Company 
A* Brothman Associates 
Severud-Els tad-Krueger 
Jacob Aronow 

carol Management Corporation 


November 15, 1943 to February 29 

1944 

March 1, 1944 to August 12, 1944 
August 15 i 1944 to May 31# 1948 
June 7# 1948 to July 30 # 1949 
October 4# 1949 to November 11, 

1949 

TO date 


Prom early 1950 to the time of his arrest, VAGO was 
also employed on a part tirae basis by PAUL WEIDLINGER, psu’tner 
in the firm of General Engineering Associates, with offices 
in Washington, D*C.« and 101 park Avenue, New York City. After 
his release fjxsm prison VAGO again worked for this individual 
out of his own home, on a part time basis, until April, 1951, 
at which time he began his employment, with the Carol Management 
Corporation, where he is presently employed. 


1> Association with A« Brothman Associates 

As set out above, VAGO was a partner In A. Brothman 
Associates from August, 1944 June, 1948 • 

On May 15# 1950, in connSuJ^on with the inva^J^g atloq^, 
resulting in the arrest of ABRAHAM bJ^OTHMAN and HARRY\feLD, ViHo 
was interviewed by SA LEO H. FRUTKIN and 3A ROBERT M- KAl©. ^ 
At that time, in addition to the background information 







NY 100^S$2k2 

previously set out, VAGO stated that upon coming to New Yoi? 

In 1925# he had taken , up residence with an \ancle in Bi*ooklyn# 
New York, WIILIAM GOLDSTEIN, now deceased. He s tated that 
he had returned to Hungary in 1928, and that he and his 
wife had returned to New York, in 1933« stated that he had 
not left the United States since that time* 


In connection with his relationship with BROTBMAH, 
UAGO advised that he had received a telephone call from 
BROTHMAN in the summer of 19lA, at which time BROTHitAN 
informed him toat a mutual friend, whoso n^ra© YAGO could not 
recall, had suggested that VAGO might be interested in doing 
some part-time work* VAGO recalled that BROTHMAN was at that 
time designing a chemical plant for the Rufert Company at 
Seymour, Connecticut, and that he had paid VAGO 4ZS»00 for 
some structural engineering work which V/iGO had 49ne in his 
spare time. He stated that he had given his work to 
BROTHMAN and that he did not agairf see or hoar from BROTHMAN 
until early 1944* At that t ime, according to VAGO, BROTHMAN 
informed him that he was hiring men for the Regal Chemical 
Company, and asked VAGO to accept a position as a structural 
engineer. VAGO accepted the job, and recalled that 
BROTHMAN had him doing odds and ends of engineering work in 
setting up a plant for the purpose of manufacturing DDT* 
BROTHMAN had been given the job of designing the plant, and 
VAGO was instructed to set up an office at >5 West 42nd Street, 
to handle work at the plant. However, the project lasted only 
some three weeks, at which time BROTHIiAN and all of the men 
whom he had hired were discharged. VAGO recalled that 
BROTHMAN had quarreled with the president of the company over 
financial questions, but was unable to supply any details# 


Since BROTHMAN and VAGO were unemployed, they 
looked for new openings until BROTHNtAN conceived the idea of 
setting up a firm of engineers. BROTHI'IAN promised that 
through his connections he would be able to obtain some ' 
large engineering jobs and painted such a rosy pictxire of 
situation that he was able to induce VAGO to accept a partner-^, 
ship in t% firm which became A* Brothman Associates* - 
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fAGO stated that the firm was In desperate stra, ^ 
financially during almost the entire period of its existfhl 
and that he himself had gone in debt ^ 2 , 500*00 for personal 
living expenses, altho\igh he had incurred no debts for the 
firnir He stated that BROTHMAN repeatedly borrowed money to meet 
current expenses of the firm and Informed the partners that he 
was borrowing on hls own credit from personal friends. VAGO 
was unable to supply the names of the lenders, and was also 
unable 'to supply the names of friends of BROTHMAN. He stated 
that'^s a result of tl^a financial diffl^lties of the firm, 
^IL^mRISH, OERHARDT I^LLAN and JUIES^I^ORCHIEN, all partners 
in the firm, gr adually dropped out so that in 194^ only 
BROTHMAN, MIR lAPTjSOSKOWITZ and VAGO remained. VAGO stated that 
he himself had finally left the firm as a 'result of a violent 
argument with BROTHMAN, and that he nad not seen or contacted 
BROTHMAN since that time, which was in June of 1948# with the 
exception of one meeting at the office of an attorney in 
connection with the dissolution of the firm. 


m connection with HikRRY* GOLD, he advised that he had 
met GOLD at the time whan the latter was hired in 1947, and that 
he had known him quite well during tiie romalning period that 
VAGO was With the firm. He was unable to supply any informa- . 
tion concerning GOXD otiier than that he appeared to be quite 
friendly with BROTHMAN* 

Subsequent to this interviev;, HARRY GOLD confessed hls 
participation In Soviet espionage and also furnished information 
indicating that he had been induced by ABRAH^ BROTHMAN to 
coraralt perjury before the Grand Jury vdaich ha^Sfl^es tinned 
BROTHMAN concerning hls relations with JACOB GODOS, a known 
.SO vl e t^^agent • 


According to GOID, a great deal of the conversation con- 
cerning BROTHMAN *S attempts to instruct GOID as to the 
testimony which he was to give before the Grand Jury took place 
in the presence of VAGO. However, on re-interview by Special 
ivgents JOHN M. COLLINS and THOMiiS H. ZOSLLER, VAGO denied tj^- 
such a conversation took place In his presence concerning thi? 
above testimony before the Grand Jury in 1947 • 'W 
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VAOO said, however, that looking back on ms 
association with OOLD and BROTHMAN, he has a hazy recollection 
that somethlr« was happening in 1947 that he should have known 
about, but didn*t« VAGO stated that ha was unable to be more 
specific about this. In retrospect, VAGO now believes that 
"this something’’ was concerned with GOLD 

testimony before the Grand Jury. 


and BROTHMAN *S 


VAGO also advised that he nad never heard of GOLD 
having received an award from the Soviets for his work, nor 
had he ever been told by BROTHMAN that the latter had received 
an award from the Soviet Union for work done by him- VAGO stated 
that he last saw GOLD about Christmas, 1949j at which time 
GOLD paid him a visit at his home, and their mutual associa- 
tions with BROTHMAN were discussed# VAGO denied that he had' 
asked GOLD at this time whether BR0TH^^AN had ever actually 
received an award from the Soviet Un5.on, and also that 
BROTHMAN had once told him that his, BROTHMAN »S work for the 
Russians, was worth one or two brigades of men. It is noted 
that GOLD advised that VAGO had made such statements to him, 

GOLD. 


It is noted that in an earlier re-interview with 
VAGO, subsequent to the arrest of HARRY GOLD, he had advised 
that GOID had visited him at his home in late December of 1949# 
but denied that he had any knowledge of GOLD’S espionage 
activities* 


Following is a signed statement of HARRY GOID, 
convicted Soviet espionage agent who operated from about 
1935 to 1945 # concernlr^ nls knowledge of OSCAR VAGO: 

"October 2, 1950 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


’*1, Harry Gold, make the following voluntary state- 
ment to Robert G, Jensen and Ralph J. T* Carter, Jr., who ^ 

have identified themselves to me as Special Agents or the ^ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation* No threats or promises have^J 
been made, to me and I know that any s tatement I make can be " 




*\ised against me In a Court ot Law* I Jiave been advised of ny 
right of counsel and I know that I do not have to mstke any 
statement at all* 


. "I first heard of Oscar John Vago in 1943 from 
Abraham Brothraan, who at that time furnishing me with 
technlcs^l information transmittal to the Soviet Union* 
Brothman at this time i^anted me to get financial assistance 
for him from Somen M."/Simenov that he* Brothman* could 
hire Oscar John Vag<? and Jack'^^ller* Vago and Miller were 
to work for Henry^olwynne or rather the chem^gy Design 
Corporation* Brothnan was a partner with ArtXwober and 
Henry Golwynne in this firm. \ 


**Semenov was ray Russian espionage superior at this 
time* I informed him of Brothman* s request which he rejected 
rather violently* 

n 

Vago and Miller had been described, by Brothman, to 

me as sincere and convinced Communists could form the ( 

nucleus of a later development of a Brothman organization* 

This organization to produce and design chemical processes 

for the Soviet Union* This venture of Brothman’ s was all to ^ 

be backed by Amtorg or Russian money* 

first moi^Vago in May of 194-6 on the morning I 
came to work for .Aa'^CTothman Associates^ he was a partner in 
this firm and was also ^ design engineer and the chief 
draftsman* 


”Many times in the ensuing months* vago would spend a 
great deal of time in the office on 32nd Street in discussing 
such matters as what had gone in hia own particular *Coniniuni3t 
Party Club* the night before* He would also dwell at some 
length on news items and editorials in the New York Herald 
Tribune and would expostulate about the perfidy of the 
capitalist press in general* 

when the design offices had been moved to the 
Chatham-PhTOix Bldg, in Long Island City, on one occasion* 
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"Brothman became upset for we were delayed In completing a 
report for the Mattur Chemical Co. of India, because Oscar""" 
Vago was at that very moment busy. selling a special edition 
of the Daily Worker in Queens Plaza. On at least one other 
occasion, Vago told me of haying sold the Daily Worker in 
both his home neighborhood, Rego Park, and nearby Queens 
Village « 



••some time in the spring of 1949# a mimeographed 
series of pamphlets criticizing the policies of the 
National Leaders of the American Communist Party carao out. 
These pamphlets were issued by an individual whose name 
may have been »Pranklln«. To the best of my knowledge, this 
•Franklin* became a leader of a factional! st group in 
Harlem. 


"Abraham Brothman was much t aken with the arguments 
presented by »pranklin*. He at one time argued Uiese points 
before a Communist Party Club in Chelsoa, which Is a section 
of Manhattan. 


"a few days later, while I was working at the Elmhurst 
Laboratories of A. Brothman Associates, Vago called and asked 
me to come to his home some two miles distant. While at the 
Vago residence, Oscar stated his belief that the Chelsea 
communists had been perfectly justified in ejecting Brothman 
from their meeting. Vago added that in his own Rego park 
Club, Brothman would not have succeeded in even getting a few 
words of criticism out. 


"In late May of 1948 1 Brothman went to Switzerland 
to sell one of the firm *3 proca-sses to the Lonza Co. of that 
country. After he had loft, wo dis covered titiat Brothman was 
planning to deprive the rest of his associates from their 
fair share of any future income of A. Bi*othraan Associates. 

On one evening week following Brothman* s departure fo.r, 

Switzerland, Phll'LeVlne and I were at the Vago home dis- 
cussing what procediire we .should best follow to insure that" 
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••our Interests In A •'Rothman could bo protected. As we 
were preparing to leavb« 1 mentioned that I was in no posiW 
to be too harsh with Brothman. Vago then added that he too 
did not wish to' undergo any scrutiny by the Inasmuch 

as there was an irregularity involved In his leaving the 
United States for Hxmgary after his first stay In America. 

Ho elaborated on this only to the extent that idille the 
authorities thought or believed ho had actually Je ft for 
Hungary, he was in reality still in iho United States. 



^ "Phil Levine, who was present during this entire 
conversation, was a co-worker of Vago and mine at Abraham 
Brothman Associates. 


"The next time this matter or irregularities in 
connection with Vago»3 entry into the united States, came up 
was in December of 1949. I was in New York City on a visit to 
the National Exposition of Chemical Industries a‘t the Grand 
Central Palace. At 5:30 oi* 6j00 p.ra*, on the evening of the 
first Friday in December, 1949, I' called Vago just to say 
hello, but Oscar insisted I come over to his house for 
dinner and a talk* At the end of several hours of conversa- 
tion, Vago again mentioned his fear of an investigation con- 
cerning the irregularities of his movements in and out of 
the United states of America in the late tv/enties or early 
thirties. This was the last time timt I saw or heard from 
Oscar John vago. 


••^hls is to certify that I, Harry Gold, ioave read the 
above statement consisting of tnis and four other pages, I 
have placed my initials at the bottom of the preceding 
four pages signifying that I have road those pages. I have 
also placed my initials at the corrections indicated on page 
2 and again on page 4 . The infoimation that I have furnlshad 
above Is true to the beat of my knowledge and belief. 



"/s/ Harry Gold 

October 2, 1950« 
Philadelphia, Penna 
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prom tha sources niontloned above, under einployroetix^ 
the following residences were also compiled: 



January 12, 1925 through Sumner 
of 1925 

1926 ' 


1929 to 1931 

January 15# 1931 to May 1, 1935 
1937 to 1938 

October 1, 1938 to June 30, 1939 
July 24, 1939 to May 3 I, 1941 
June 10, 1941 to date 


59 Bay 32nd Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 

397 Third Avenue, 

Astoria, Long Island, N*Y# 
(unable to verify) 

28-20 37 th Street, 

Long Island City, N.Y, 

2281 37 th Street, 

Long Island City, N*Y# 

25 Sickles Street, # 

New York City 

6323 Luzon Avenue, N.W«, 
Washington, D.C* 

4117 N* Fourth Street, 
Arlington, West Virginia 

66-07 99th Street, 

Rego -t^ark. New York 


II CCM<IUNIST PARTY AND RSLATSD CONNECTIONS 

confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, 
advised that VAGO was a member of tho Coraraiinist -t^arty on 
Oc tob er 28 , 1943 # 

Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability, 
advised that on March 29, 1944 j VAGO was listed by tho 
Communist ■t'arty as a functionary. 

Confidential Informant T-4> of known reliability, 
advised Jbat on March 16, 194^+, OSCxJ? VAGO was a member of 
the Rego Park Club of the Communist Party* 
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,, Jwjfidont i al Info rraan t T-5 # of known re 1 i ab 1 1 i # 
advl3e3l that at a County Conferenco of the Communist Par" 
held on December 18, 19lill.» VAGO delivered a report on cltll 
conditions. 



The same Informant advlsod on January 1, 1945# that 
VAGO was listed as a Communist Party member ^o had obtained five 
or more subscriptions to the "Daily Worker" and was invited as 
a consequence, to attend a dinner for E^iRL BROWDER on December 
27, 1944* 

^ Confidential Informant f-6, of known reliability, 

advised that in January, 1945, VAGO was elected County 
Council Delegate from the Rego Park Club of the Communist 
Party* 


On March 3, 1945, Confidential Informant T-7, of 
known reliability, advised that VAGO had submitted a report 
of approximately two and oho-fourth typewritten pages 
entitled, "Remarks on the Work of the Communist Political 
Association" dealing with siiggestions for improving such 
phases of Coinraunlat Party activities as discussions at 
meetings, education, "Daily Worker" circulation ^d 
literature sales". 

On April 23, 1945, Confidential Informant T-5# ad- 
vised that VAGO was on© of tue delegates from the Rego Park 
Club of the Communist -Political Association to the Coiinty 
Council* 


The same informant advised on October 4# ^94^# that 
VAGO was still carried as a member of the Rego Park Section 
of the Communist party^ 


This Informant advised on January 20, 1947, that 
VAGO was listed as the purchaser of a bond in the amount of 
$50 Issued by the Queens County Branch of the Communist Party 
to facilitate the purchase of a building for Jamaica Coramuni^ 
Party Headquarters at 107-04 New Ycrk Boulevard, Jamaica* j 
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The following signed statement was obtained by 
3A VICTOR TURYN from Mrs. BERNICE RIVERIA, 114 West 114 th " 

Street, New York City? 


'•607 U*3. Court House 
Foley square 
New York, N.Y» 
October 9, 1950 


. **I, Mrs. Bernice Rlvoria, make this statement volun- 

tarily of my own free will to Victor Turyn, vho identified 
himself and is known to me as a special Agant of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats, fcrce, or 
duress were used against me and no rewards, or promises 
were made to me to give this statement. This statement 
concerns my knowledge about one Oscar Vago, for whom I 
worked in 1946« ■ • 

^*1 am twenty-six years old andr eside at II 4 West 
114 th Street, N#Y., N*y« I completed the tenth grade of 
school and can read and write. 

”I first met Mr. and tnrough 

Marilyn Bailey, for whom I was doing housework at the time. 

I worked for Mrs. Bailey for a period of approximately two 
and one-half years ^ After I met I'lrs. Vago I was then engaged 
by her to do house cleaning which I did for her for a period 
of approximately two months. 

**During my brief period of employment for Mrs. vago, 
she attempted to get me to join the Communist Party on 
several occasions. She told me that she and Mr# Vago were 
both merabors of the Communist Party. 


"I know that Mr. and Mrs. Vago were members of the 
Communist Party because I saw both th.oir*'«^e 3 In a loose 
leaf note book kept by Mrs. Bailey. Mrs, B^ley was Recreta^, 
or Tr easurer of the jCojnmunisjfcJarty in Queans and she kept | 
names of members in this note book in alphabetical order. J 
Mrs. Bailey told mo herself that this note book contained the 
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**names of communist Party members In Queens# I saw this 
book many times and looked up names in the book at the 
request of Mrs# Bailey* After X started working for Mrs# 
Vago, it was then that I looked in the book and found the 
name of Oscar vago and the name of Mrs# Oscar Vago# 


^The Oscar Vagos had numerous bits of literature 
in their apartment about the Communist Party* Oscar Vago 
also received the t Dally Worker* which X observed in the 
apartment. Mrs# Vago would also play record entitled tThe 
^ed Array Song* to wnich the children would march^ 


**The note book I referred to eferlier which was kept 
by Bailey and contained names of members of the 

Communist Party in Queens is described as follows: Large ' 
loose loaf binder, light blue cover which cover appeared to 
have been canvas of some sort^ 

I 

have read the above statement consisting of 
three pages and every v^ord is true and correct to the best 
of ray knowledge# 


(signed) ‘’Bernice Riverla 

"Witnessed: 

"victor Turyn, Special Agent, F* Bf I." 

\ Confidential Informant T-8, of known reliability, 

has advised that on August 21, 1950, a check made payable to 
DOROTHY SMITE and si^od by VAGO in" the amount of $6*51 was 
endorsed by DOROTHY 'OTITH to the account of the Internationale 
Worker* 3 Order, Lodge 8l8# It is noted* that the IWO appears 
on the list of organizations prepared by the Attorney General 
under Executive Order 9835# 


The House CbmnlttGe on un-^amerlcan Activities 
Hearings, under the date of October 25, 1939# (Volume X, page 
6414 ), lists as a raoraber of the American League for Peace 
and Democracy, under Treasury Departenent Ebipl^ees. Procurer J 
ment Division, Engineer, the narrie of Li^^AGQ ^of 6323 Luzon 

Avenue, W# 
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Confidential Informant T-^9> of known reliabll 
stated that in 1941* the name of OSCAR J* VAGO, ii-H? 
Street* North* Arlington* Virginia (CH-194^)* was contained 
in a "Members list"— 3 5 index card system of the 

Washington committee for Democratic Action. 



Confidential Informant T-10* of known reliability* 
advised in the Spring of 1944> that the name* OSCAR JOHN 
VAGO* followed by the date, July 25* 1940* 4117 4th Street* 
^jNorth Arlington, Virginia, was among the list of expired 
members of the Washington Bookshop Association* 


Confidential Informant T-11, of known reliability, 
advised that the date* July 25* 1940, referred to the last 
payment of dues to the Washington Bookshop Association* 

Confidential Informant T-12, of known reliability, 
advised in 1941* that contained on the membership list of 
the Washington Committee for Aid. to China was the name 
OSCAR VAGO, 4117 4^ Street, North Arlington^ Virginia. 

The Federation of ^chl tacts* Engineers, Chemists* 
and Technicians edition of the CIO News, dated November 28* 
1940 * (Volume III* No. 48)* revealed that OSCrtR VAGO was 
secretary of the National -legislative Bureau of the PAECT at 
Washington* D*C.J further, that communications to this 
legislative bureau were to be addressed to VAGO at 4117 4^ 
Street, North Arlington, Virginia. 


The American League for peace and Democracy, 
the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and the 
Washington Bookshop Association have all been declared 
within the purview of Executive Order 9835* 


In its guide to subversive organizations and 
publications* the Comrai t too- on Unr American ActivltieSf Uni^ 
States House of Representatives* Washington, D.Ck* comment 
follows concerning the Washington (D*C«T Committee for Al^ 
China I 
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Communist controlled organization (Special 
on UnwAraerican Activities report* March 29* 1944* 
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2, ita % Gommxttiist front which followod the line lal^^- 

down by the Communist front, American Friends of the ' - 

Chinese People (California Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report, 19^8, pages 143 and 338) • 


The following is noted concerning the Federation 
of Architects, Engineers, Chemists and Technicians: 

^On page l5l of the book Story of the CIO”, by 
BENJAMIN /STOLBERG, appears the following: ”Only four CIO 
unions are under complete control of Stalinist officials* 
They are the Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists 
and Technicians* ••• ," The following information appears 
on pages 264 and 265 of the above mentioned book by 
STOLBERG* ”The Pederatlcn of Architects, Engineers, Chemists, 
and Technicians was organized in 1934 mainly from the 
technical staffs in the Works progress Administration, 

From the very beginning the Federation has been under 
Stalinist leadership ai^ its ranlic and file are chiefly 
Communist followers.” 

Confidential Informant T-13# of known reli- 
ability, advised on January 10, 1942, that the FAECT was 
one of the CIO unions which was completely dominated by 
the communist Party. 


Confidential Informant T-14, of known r el lability, 
reported that OSCAR J. VA.G0 was listed as a petition 
canvasser for the Election Campaign Committee of the 
Communist Farty In the 1949 campaign for the reelection 
of BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR., Communist candidate for 
Councilman, City of New Ifork, 

Confidential Informant T-15j of known reli- 
ability, on July 20. 1950, advised that OSCAR VAGO was a 
stockholder of the IO 7 -O 4 New York Boulevard Real Estate A 
Corporation, Jamaica, Long Island, New York* VAGO was 'W 

issued stock certificate number 57 in the amount of §50,00% J 

Confidential Informant of known reliability, 

has repdPted that the property located at 107-04 New York 
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Boulevard, Jamaica, Lons Island, was given to the Commimlsi 
Party, Queens County, NaH^ork, a s headquarters for the 
Jamaica Section, by OTTO ^BRIGHT, SR., who according to 
the informant, is a member of the Jamaica Section of the 
■ ^ommunist ^arty-^. 


Ill CLAIRB VAGQ 


Records of Immigration and Naturalization Service 
reflect that th^ subject* s wife was born in Budapest, Hungary, 
January 31# entered the United States as -CIi ARA 

York on March 26, 1926. She was 
naturalized November 19, 1931, the Supreme Court at Jamaica, 
Long Island, New York, 

Confidential Informant T-17, of knowh reliability, 
advised that on May 23, 1944* CLArIRE VAGO, 66*-07 99th Street, 
Queens, New York, was listed as a Re go Park Communist Club 
Assistant. 


Confidential Informant T-l8, of known reliability, 
advised that CLAIRE VAGO had signed a **Daily Worker'* Victory 
Brigade Pledge card in 1944* 

Confidential Informant T-5 advised that CLAIRE VAGO 
was a member of the Queens County Communist Party on May 20, 
1949. 


Confidential Informant T-19, of known reliability, 
advised that Mrs, CIAIHE VAGO, 66-07 99th street, Rego Park, 
had sent a communication to Judge H^U^OID R. MEDINA protesting 
the trial of the Communist Party leaders^ 


It is noted that In the^ signed statement set out 
above from Mrs. RIVER lA, considerable information is cont^ 
concerning Mrs# VAGO*S Communist Party connections, 



It,. The records of the Board of Elections, Queens 
County, fief lect that OSCi^ and CL^iIRE VaGO registered 
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as members of the American Labor Party from 19^4^1 through _ 
19i|.9f inclusive*. 





The ** Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications”, dated March 3# 195l> prepared and released 
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, U*3* House of 
Representatives, Washington, D*C«, contains the following 
concerning the American Labor Party; 


” American Labor Party 

”1. fpor years, the Communists have put forth 
the greatest efforts to capture the entire American Labor 
Party throughout New "York State* They succeeded in capturing 
the Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the American Labor 
Party but outside of New York City they have been unable to . 
win control. » (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, March 29, 19l44> P^g© 78 •) 

”2** Among organizations tiiat are victims of 
Communist domination.* (California committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report, 191^8, pages ij.0 and 

Confidential Informant T-li|. advised that CIA IRE 
VAGO was listed as a petition canvasser for the Election 
Campaign Committee of the Communist Party in the 19lj.9 
campaign for the reelectlon of BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR., 
Commiiniat candidate for Councilman, City of New York. 


IV MI3CEUL.1NB0US 


Confidential Inforrinnt T-20, of known reliability, 
advised that VAGO, as of i%rch 6, 1952, had a balance of 
^ 190.28 in his account at the Sterling National Bank and 
Trust Company, 95^38 Queens boulevard, Rego Park, New York. 
The informant advised that VAGO, on February 28, 1952, made 
a payment of $157*50 to the Downtown Community School. 
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It is noted that this school, which has been 
previously described as a Communist dominated school, has 
been attended by VAGO*S son, JOHN, 





The informant further advised VAGO made out two 
checks on February 23» 1952, and March 3, 1952, to CHARLES 
WEI3MAN in the amounts of $4^.00 and $50 *00, respectively. 
Both of these checks were endorsed CHARLES WEISMAN and 
JO^PHINE VINKLER. 


The informant advised that other checks issued by 
VAGO appeared to be of a routine nature for such things as 
the payment of rent and utilities* 

The above information was obtained on a con- 
fidential basis and should not be made public without the 
issuance of a subpoena, 

CHARLES WlSI^N and JOSEPHINE' WeBcLER both re- 
side at 2844 5 0th street, Woodside, Long Island, Mew York# 
JOSEPHINE WINKLER is the sister 6f CLAIRE VAGO, wife of 
OSCAR VAGO and provided the $5^000.00 bond for VAGO* 

The above information was obtained on a con- 
fidential basis and should not be made public without the 
Issuance of a sxibpoena. 

Mr* HENRY BOLIA, Assistant Superintendent at 
66-07 99th Street, Rego Park, advised that he has 
noticed nothing of an unusual nature in VAGO'S activities# 

He said the subject continues to follow his normal routine 
of going to work at the usual time of day* 

Spot surveillances of VAGO on January 2li.th, 

February 5th, 13th, 29th, and March 6th and 7, 1952, reflect 
that he continues his employment at the Carol Management 
Corporation, 12 East 49"^^ Street, and continues to reside 
at 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park* The surveillances also ~ 
Indicated that the subject is apparently abiding by his bon^ 
requirements but disclosed no information pertinent to the ^ 
investigation* ^ 

§ V DESCRIPTION 

Naraej OSCAR JOHN VAGO, with alias: 

Os zkar rVago ^ ■ John 'Mur*' » 
John Mur^yi r ! L' l.: ^ ! iAL 
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Description (cont>d*) 


Date of Birth; 
place of Birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair; 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 

Employed: 


Social Security No 
Citizenship; 

Wife; 

Children; 

Father: 

Mother: 

Brothers; 


Residence ; 



February 27# 1898 
Budapest, Hungary 

150 

Brown 

Brown, graying, think 

Ruddy 

Medium 

Ermine er 

Carol Management Corporation 
12 East 48th Street, 

Now York City 

090-05-9115 

TJnitod States naturalized 
Soptember 29# 1938 
CI^IHE VAGO ‘ 

JOHN- 

susanI^o 

MORRIS VAOO 

MATHILDE GOLDSTEIN VAGO 
ROBERT, .^pST, STEPHEN, ^ARTHUR, 
BjERTHOLDSjtfeO*-- of wh.oni 
reside in Hungary '• 

66-07 99th Street 
Re go Park, New York 


-PENDING- 





y 

--i - - R 

-s ' 

' r 






T-1 

T-2 

T-3 


T-i^. 

T-5 

T-6 

T-7 

Ti-S 


T-9 


T-10 





ADMINISTRATIVE 


Selective Service files. Local Dr< 
Board 25l* Selective Service 
Headquarters, West Street, 

New York City* 

Anonymous 



Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 


Li. lr\5 . 





Washington Piold Security Inform 
as re floe tod in report of SA HQ L 
BOVfERS? dated October 30, 1950, at 
Washington, D*C*, In Instant case* 



Washington F lo Id 
report of SA 
October 30, 1950, 


LoldJIl^Bas ref] 

TR!CEI5ilr%»®Ra, 


reflected in 
dated 

at Washington, D* 




- 23 - 


ife- 


coNFiD^ri^r 


■j ■■WP.Ur'iJiuai, j. ju 







ADMI NISTRATIVE (Cont«d,) 

Washington Field^Hjl^as refXectad 
In report as sot ou^above. 




1 Agon 

DUNKER, datod July *16. at 

Washington, D*C«j entltlea 
** Washington Committee for Aid to b ’ 
China, Internal Security - C", 
sot out In report as reflected above 

as refloQtod in report of 
A. .at New York, 

dated July, 28. 19^0. in case 




TE Avenue 

New York City," who firrnlahed this 


ria*j 






ionyraoua 

^ 






>4 




T-19 


T-20 


ffiWiDENTlf, 


ia)MINI3TRATIVE (Cont'd.) 

Hiss GORMAN* Saorotary to United 
Statos District Judge HAROID R- 


MEDIN^^ 


a/' 




MISCELLANEOUS 

Copies of this report are being forwarded to 
the Los Angeles Office, the S3.n Francisco Office, and the 
Washington Field Office for information purposes as per 
Bureau instructions, . ' ’ 


LEADS 
NEW YORK 






Lt Re go Park, New York 


Will continue to maintain mail cover 
at 66-07 99th Street, Rego park, on the subject# 

Will maintain contact with Asslsteuat 
Building superintendent, HENRY BOLIA# 

Will continue spot surveillances to 
Insure VAGO^S residence and availability# 

Will continue to monitor the bai^ 
account of the subject at the Sterling National Bank anj; ^ 
Trust Company, 95-38 Queens Boulevard# 









IKFORJIATION - 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Vorm No. 1 

This CASE ORICSINATTO AT ITEW YORK 


RVOUT MADE AT 

NEW YORK . 


MMITT MAQK BY 


DATE WHEN r^lOD rOR WHICH MADE MMirT MADE BY 

5 / 1 T /52 I' 1^^22730701, I blaze J, TOMASONI 


OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was. 


character OP cAca 

PERJURY 
ESPIONAGE - R 






SYNOPSIS OF FACTS* 








AUSA ROBSAT 1‘URTIN, SDNY advis 
on 5 / 5/52 that trial date for 
VAGO is set for 6/16/52* VAGO 
continues employment at Carol 
Management Corporation, 12 East 
48 th Street, New York City, and 
continues to reside at 66-07 99th 
Street, Rego Park, New York* 
Surveillances rev'eal no activity 
pertinent to instant investigation. 




411 .'ViiOi' CO^xTMNED 


6 .1.1!. 4 


I- p - 


At New Yorkt New York 

■ Mr. ROBERT MARTIN, Assistant United States 
Attorney, Southern Pi strict of New York, on Hay 5, 1952 advised 
that the VAGO case has been scheduled for trial to coimaence 
June 16, 1952 . 

Confidential Informant T-1, of known ^ 
reliability, advised that as of May 6, 1952 VAGO had a balance m 
of $110.46 in his account at the Sterling National Bank and 1 

Trust Company, 95-36 Q,ueens- Boulevard, Rego Park, New York. 

The Informant advised that all checks issued by VAGO appear to 
be of a routine nature for such items as rent and utilities 





AoiNr 

IN Chanok 


DO hot write in these spaces 



PROPERTY OF fBI-THls'C0NFIDEMTIAl REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ABE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 


SECURITy»,.iN»OaMAmaJ 16 = 
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with the exception^ of 
payable to/CEARJLE^. 

' JOSEPHIN^OTSaERy ' 





a check dated May 2, 1952 for $50.00 
]AR and endorsed CHARLES TOISmaN and 


The above information was obtained on a confidential 
basis and should not be made public -without the issuance of a 
subpoena, * , 

CHARLES WEXSMAN and JOSEPHINE liTINKLER both reside 
28i|I|. 50th Street, Woods! de. Long Island, New York^^ JOSEPHINE 
WINKLER is the sister of CLAIRl^AGO, wife of OSCAR VAGO and 
provided t^e $5000.00 boncT Ton 


Mr. HENRY BOLIA, Assistant Superintendent at 66-0? 
99th Street, Rego Park, New York, adviaed that he has noted 
nothing of an unusual nature in VAG0*s activities. He said 
VAGO continues to follow his normal routine. 


- ' ■ ■ ■ Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, on 

April 19, 1952 advised that OSCAn VAGO, 6607 99th Street, 

Rego park, New York, had received the following newspapers: 


"Magyar Jovo'* ^ 

130 East 16th Street . 

New York City , . 

"Union Voice" ^ 

13 Astor Place '■ ? / : 

New York City; ' 

On May 1, 1952 the informant advised that VAGO 
received the "Magyar Jovo" daily. 


The Informant also advised that VAGO on May 2, 1952, had 
received correspondence from the American Committee For Protection 
Of Foreign Born, 23 West 26th Street, New York City, 

Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability, 

COPIES CONTINTHSD 

1 - Los Angeles (65*^25) 

(Info.) 

1 - San Francisco (65-U286) 

(Info.) 

1 - Washington Field (65-5598) 

(Info.) 




\ 

I 


X 


r- 


m ioomS52^2 


advised tha^jSllEyar Joyo*» Hungarian daily journal, is a 
Hungarian l^n^age newspaper, which consistently re flec ts the 
prevaTTliig"’5^munist“ Party, line and at all times expresses 
itself in favor of '’Communist principles and the Soviet Union, 

"Magyar Jovo” Is published by th^^5^ungarian Daily 
Journal Associat ion, Inc,, New York City, ^ T" 


The interim report submitted on December 17# 1948 
by the Sub-Committee on Education and Labor, United States 
House of Representatives, 80th Congress, Session Committee 
Report No, 16, reflects the following concerning the 
"Union Voice". 


The "Union Voice" which gives much publicity to wages, 
hours, working conditions, job s ecurity,' etc , , Is essentially 
a front for Communism. • Because it poses as a legitimate 
union paper it is able to lard into text and cartoon either 
absolute Communist Party doctrine or an equally persuasive 
party line and thus penetrate minds which would Indignantly 
'reject such propaganda if they saw it in an out and out 
identifiable Communist newspaper such as the "Daily Vorker". " 


The American Committee For Protection Of Foreign 
Born is an organization designated by the Attorney General 
as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9o35* 


Surveillances on OSCAR VAGO on March 14# 21, April 2, 
15 $ 22 and May 1 and 8, 1952 reflect that he continues his 
employment at the Carol Management Corporation, 12 East 48th 
Street, New York, and continues to reside at 66-07 99th • 

Street, Rego Park, New York, ^ * 

The surveillances also indicated that the subject is 
apparently abiding by his bond requirements but disclosed no 
information pertinent to the investigation. 

Confidential Informant T-4# & business concern familiar 
with other businesses in the New York -area in a report dated 
April 4> 1951 with supplemental renorts dated October 11, 1951 
and- March 14 # 1952 supplied the following information concerning 
the Carol Management Corporation, 12 East 48th Street, New York 
City, where VAGO is employed: 




I 
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W- ^ -A’ 

T|^4 .i.— , _ 


The carol Management Corporation is In the Real • ^ 

Estate Owning and Management business. The President is* 

ALFn^ KASKBL and DAVID BARRIE is the Secretary and 
Treasurer..^- - / , 

"The Corporation was chartered under New York State 
laws on October 23, 1935 with an authorized capital of 
$5# 000. in common stock. 

"This concern has a wholly owned subsidiary, namely 
Belplaza Corp. and owns lOOJ^ of the outstanding capital stock 
in that concern. The subsidiary owns and operates the -- 
Belmont Plaza Hotel, with headquarters located at the caption 
address and the hotel located at 559-54-i Lexington Avenue, New 
York City. The subsidiary concern was ' c'^artered under New York 
State laws on October 6, 194-5 with an authorized capital of 
100 shares of no par' value common stock. A balance . . _ 

sheet has' not been made available on the subsidiary and the 
extent of intercompany relations between the parent and its 
subsidiary has not been fully ascertained, but it is stated 
that the parent concern pays all the bills and other debts 
Incurred by the subsidiary. ' . . 


"ALraEp^K^jffiL, ^>01*^^901, Austria, started business 
in 1925 in Brooklyn,*^ N.'Y. as" a principal 'Th an electrical 
contracting company. He later appeared as principal in the 
Wellworth Electric Corp. and Daycrite Electric Corpoi''ation, both 
of which have since been discontinued. He also appeared as a 
member of the firm of I si as & Kaskel, I6 Court Street, Brooklyn, 

N.Y. which has been engaged in the building line, but discontinued 
in 1935* Since that time KASKEL has been the President and 
principal at interest in over 25 corporations engaged in 
building, holding title to or managing apartment houses in the 
Greater New York area. Among the companies with which he was 
connected, but which are no longer active were: C.& J. Holding 
Corp., Goetz Werstein & Goetz Inc., Wellington Apartments Inc., 
Greenwich Residences Inc*/ Bronxville Gardens Inc., Triangle Engineer 
Co. Inc., Washington Improvements Inc., Cambridge Development 
Corp., Kaston Realty Co» ' ' * ^ 

"ALPRED kaskel is said to be the principal "and sole 


- k - 


I- ’r^‘ 
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"stockholder of the follov/ing corporations, all of which are T 
active at this time: Belplaza Corporation, which owns . arid ' _ 
operates' the Hotel Belmont Plaza/ New York City; Berkeley Gardens' 
Inc,; 320 Park Place Inc,; Orange Properties Inc.; Princeton 
Operating Corp.; Lincoln Arcade Inc.; I60th Street Management'. 
Corp. ; Clinton Operating Corp. and Forest Hills Apartments 
Inc., all of which hold title to real estate in and around New 
York City; Ritalde Realty Corp. which reportedly holds title to 
land in Queens County; and Blossom Operating Co. Inc. holding 
title to the Hotel Bradford in Boston, Mass# 


"Three corporations are currently being used for 
construction work on apartments be held hy other newly formed ^ 
real estate companies. Selgate Realty Corp. is building 
Central Graden Apartments at 110th Street and 63rd Drive, Forest 
Hills, which will be held by Central Gardens Unit #1 Inc. and 
central Gardens Unit #2 Inc. Percy Construction Co. Inc. is 
buUiing the Hunter Garden Apartments at Flushing, N.Y.C. which 
will be held by Hunter Gardens Inc. Doral 'Construction Corp. 
is currently engaged in building the Fleetwood Garden Apartments 
at Bronxville, N.Y. which' will be held by Fleetwood Section #1 
Inc. and Fleetwood Section #2 Inc* - - - - ^ 

"in addition to the above corporations, of which ALFRED 
KASKEL Is reported to own all of the outstanding stock, he also 
appears as Secretary of Monarch Construction Corp# which was 
chartered under New York laws May 2, 1949 to construct a 
series of apartment house buildings to be known as Netherland 
Gardens in the Bronx. KASKEL is said to own 595^ of the stock 
in that corporation, but the net worth of the company was not 
learned. 


"ALFRED KASKEL Appears as Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Metropolitan Industrial Bank of Brooklyn, N.Y. 

He is said to own &0^ of the outstanding capital stock. As of 
December 31> 1949 the bank statement showed a paid in capital of 
.$500,000, surplus of $500,000 and imdivl.ded profits of $69,517 for 
a Tangible Net Worth of $1,069,572. . .. ’ y 

"ALPI^ KASKEL is also a principal at interest in the 
Somerset-^ilshire Apartments Inc,, Park City Inc. and the Empire 
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‘ "taucid Corp. , which concerns maintain their headquarters at the 
.caption address^.- Complete details '^-regarding the officers, ' 
purposes of those concerns, financial data and other 
pertinent details are not available at this date. The extent 
/ of inter-company relations, if any, between the aforementioned 
corporations and the subject has not been ascertained at 
this date. 


"KASKEL was the President of Carol Development 
Corporation which had held title to the Hotel Empire at 1889 
^Broadway, New York City, until it was sold on January I 8 , 

1949 to a Chicago s^dicate. ‘ KASKEL also appeared as principal 
“of 231 West 82nd Street Corp, which operated the Half hoon Hotel 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. until. January 21, 1949 when it was sold to the 
Harbor Hospital of Brooklyn, . ■ . - 

"DAVID BARhIE is middle aged, married. . He has, had 
diversified experience In the real estate f\eld and has been 
associated with KASKEL in a number of the latter* s corporations 
for several years. Although he holds officia:’- titles in a 
number of aforementioned corporations, he has no stock interest. 
BARRIE had been Secretary of the subject corporation until about 
July 1949 at which time he was also elected to the position of 
Treasurer. DAVID BARRIE is also stated to be a principal, 
in the Trlboro Coin Corp. Details regarding that concern are not 
i available, with regard to the corporate strudure and a complete,^ 
list of officers and its function. However, it is reported 
that there are no inter- company relations in the form of loans, 
guarantees or endorsements between that corporation and the 
subject. . 


brother of ALFRED KASKEL, was Secretary 
of this corporation from inception until around July 1949. 

. - ."This concern maintained headquarters. at 68-38 Yellowstone 

Blvd. , Forest Ellis, N.Y., Boro of Queens, up until January 1, 

1946 at which time headquarters were moved to 12 East 46th Street,/ 
New York City. A branch continues to be maintained at 68-36 
Yellowstone Blvd., Forest Hills, N.Y. 

“fire RECORD: Extensive damage was suffered from fire 
which occurred at the caption address on February I 6 , 1946 • 

The extent of damage was not disclosed by the management but 


J 


) 
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“almost an entirely new building was erected in Its .place ‘ of the 
old structure. : . - . v' . ‘ - 

. "This concern has a wholly owned subsidiary, riamely. 
Belplaza Corp^ and ovms'lOO^ of. the outstanding capital stock 
in that concern. The subsidiary owns and operates the Belmont . 
Plaza Hotel, with headquarters located at the caption address 
and the hotel located at S39-5if.l Lexington Avenue, New York 
City. The subsidiary concern was chartered under New York 
State laws on October 6, 1945 with an authorized capital of 
100 shares of no par value common stock, ’ A tdLsmce sheet has not 
been made available on the subsidiary and the extent of inter- 
company relations between the parent and subsidiary has not 
been fully ascertained, but. it is stated that the parent 
concern pays all the bills and other debts incurred by the 
subsidiary* - ’ > 

“The principal activity of this company is the 
managing of apsj'tment buildings ov;ned by affiliated companies. 

This corporation collects, the rents, makes' purchases in the 
name of the owner of the - property for the operating and 
maintenance of the properties,' Close details regarding the 
procedure for payment of these services has been withheld, 

Carol Management Corp. is also reported to hold title to several 
apartment houses in Queens County and New Jersey, A rather 
- ftieable staff is employed to handle all of the management 
details. Staff includes an architect, accountant and an 
attorney in addition to other office employees. • 

"Headquarters are maintained in a new brick building 
which is maintained in excellent repair and owned by the subject 
corporation, A branch is reported maintained at 66-38 Yellowstone 
Blvd., Forest Hills, N.Y. 

"Interviewed on March 30, 1951 ALFRED. KASKEL, President, 
deferred all financial information at this dfete. In the 
past it has been stated- that all of the stock in this corporation 
is owned by ALFRED KASKEL individually. In outside quarters 
consulted in the past it was learned that this corporation had 
a tangible net .worth somewhat over $1,000,000 and was represented 
chiefly by real estate. ALFRED KASKEL individually is said to 
be worth over $5<000,000* ' ' , 
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- "Records disclose that seventeen suits were entered 
against the subject corporation from December 19, 1941}. until 
November 16,^ -1930 and in amounts ranging from $56 up to $1,000 - ^ 
in regard to various, natures of actions. .In addition there - 

is also a foreclosure on a lien and a mechanics lien in the 
amount of $3^897, latter which was satisfied on October 3, 1950. . 
Records also show three judgments in amounts remging up to 
$10,317* Two of the judgments were satisfied as of record 
and a 'judgment obtained on February 16, 1950 by J. PETTIT, 

New York City, in the amount of $3#5l4-# is still outstanding as 
of the latest search. A current search is underway regarding 
t;his judgment, 

■-( ”A local depository reports the' account as having been 

closed. In -the past relations at the bank were regarded as 
satisfactory. ' 

^ ’ "Real estate records show that the property located at 

the caption address consisting of a seven-story brick office and 
store building is in the name of the subject corporation, 
having been purchased on Karch 9, 194-6. The total mortgages 
amount to a building loan of $160,000 effective November 9, 194-6 
payable to installments due May 1, 194-9 with interest at to 
the Home Title Guarantee Co, The property is assessed at $4^50,000 
for the 1950-1951 year." 

The Informant also advised that the Carol Management ^ 
Corporation maintains an additional subs-idiary, namely. 

Half Moon Alleys Inc. which was formed in New York last March 27, 
19i;8, with an authorized capital of $5,000. ALFRED KASKEL, 
president of the corporation, declined to comment on the 
Half Moon Alleys when requested to do so by the informant. 
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-1 r ~ ADMINISTRATIVE 

INF0RI4ANTS ' ■ 


IDENTITY OF DATE OF ACTIVITY 

SOURCE and/or description 

OP INPOm-IATION 


DATE AGENT 

received VHO 

received 

INFOnMATION 


FIDE NO* 
AND 

LOCATION 


T-1 ‘ ; 5/8/52 . SA BLAZE J. 

LOUIS ' ^ ^ TOMASONI 

STEINMULLER, 

Assistant Vice _ 

President, Sterling " " ' " " - ■ - - — , 

National Bank and » ' 

Trust Company, 

95-38 Queens 
Boulevard, New 
York* 


T-2 

Mall cover on ‘ 
OSCAR VAGO, 

66-07 99th 
Street, Rego Park, 
New York 



1;/19/52 , KY 100- 

5/1,2/52 _ , 5521^2 


pc. 



NY 65-3 
83 

letter 

Bureau 

dated 

6/13/51 


report SA BLAZE J. NY 100- 

dated TOMASONI ' 552lt.2 

4/4/51 with 

supplemental 

reports dated 

10/11/51 and 
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' ADMINISTRATIVE (Cont » d) 


MISCELLAl^ODS . 

Copies of this report are "being furnished to 
Los Angeles, San Francisco and the Washington Field Office 
for Infonnation, In accordance with Bureau instructions. 


LEADS 

NEW YORK *' - ^ ' Y- ” * * 

At Rego Park, New York 

Will continue to maintain a mail cover on 
OSCAR' VAGO at 66-07 99tb Street. . . 

\ . 

Will maintain contact with Assistant Building 
Superintendent, HENRY EOLIA. 

Will continue spot surveillances to Insure 
VAG0*s residence and availability. 

Will continue to monitor the bank account of 
the subject at the Sterling National Bank and Trust Company, '' 
95-36 Q,ueens Boulevard. 

At New York, New York 

Will follow and report prosecutive action. 




REFERENCE 

Report of SA BLAZE J. .TOMASONI, at New York, 
dated March 22, 1952. .v 
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DEFERRED ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

ON 




Mr TulffoS . 

Mr. Ladd .. 

l|rM?le|t»-^ — ~ 

Mr. GUTia 

Mr. H*rbo 

Mr. Ro«en ... 
Mr. Tracy .. 
Mr- LatMrhlla — 

Mr. Mohr — . 

Me. R<»t* 
H'lloinatt 

LtKljf-' 
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OSCAR J0HN“VAG0, WAS., ESP-ftV PERJURY^ BUFILE ONt ZERO ONE DASH ONE 
NINE EIGHT EIGHT. ROBERT MARTIN, AUSA, SDNY, ADVISED HE DISCUSSED VAGO 
CASE MAY TWENTY FIFTYTWO WITH MOSES WEIMAN, ATTORNEY FOR VAGO. WEIMAN 
WANTED TO ARRANGE FOR VAGO TO PLEAD NOLO CONTENDERE. MARTIN ADVISED 


USA DOE S NOT ACCE PT THIS TYPE_OF PLEA_. MARTIN ^EEUS POSSIBILITY TKA 
VAGO WILL PLEAD GUILTY ALTHOUGH TOO INDEFINITE AS YET AND WEIMAN 
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AMlstsDt Attorney 
Jms M. Melnerney 


May £2# 1952 


Director, 


O0CAR JtSITJU 
SSFIOnAOl • n 


^«0,- 


flnaAragrPTAT. 


' yo -/ 


Tea utlX reeell thct thii Bureeu srerlouelj 
furnished to yoa for your Infomtioa copies of Izivestigstl^ 
reports In eonneetloii with the abovs-cegptiooed individosl eho 
ees Indllated hy the Federel Qraad Jhry in the Southern District 
of Dev fort on 6eptr±er 2d, 1950, on e ehargi of perlary* 

This Bureeu is In receipt ef adrlce from tbo lev torlt 
Division to the effect that Mf. Bohert Martin, Assistent 
Ihiited States Attorney, has recently had e discussion e oneern* 
li« the Tstfo ceee vith Moses Vslsma, the ettomey rep r e asnt iog 
Tsieo. According to the Inforastiotti Meiaao ves desirous of 
srrenging for Tsgo to eater s pies of nolo coctenAere, hot 
Mr. Martin infonaed bis that the United Ststei Attorney does 
not sccept this type of plea* Xt ess indicated that Ifr* Mertla 
felt there Is s possibility, slthouAh not too vdef inite os yet, 
that Togo vUl plead guilty end that his attorney veimsn desixes 
■oore tins to think the astter over. 
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^r. Glavin. 
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Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. liauirhlin- 

Mr. Mohr 

Ttlc. Room 

Mr. Holloman. 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS, ESP - R., PERJURY. REMYTEL JUNE SIXTEEN INST. 
SUBJECT APPEARED BEFORE USDJ SYLVESTER J. RYAN ON STIPULATED SET OF 
FACTS REGARDING SUBJECT-S PERJURY BEFORE GJ SEPT TWENTY, NINETEEN FIFTY. 
DEFENSE ARGUED THAT SINCE SUBJECT RECANTED AND CORRECTED FALSE STATEMENT 
AT NEXT APPEARANCE BEFORE GJ ON SEPT TWO SEVEN, FIFTY, HE SHOULD 
NOT BE CONVICTED. DEFENSE ALSO TRIED TO CLAIM THAT VAGO-S APPEARANCE, 
BEFORE GJ ON SEPT TWO SEVEN, FIFTY, WAS MERELY CONTINUATION OF SESSION " 
OF SEPT TWENTY, FIFTY AND THEREFORE VAGO-S CORRECTION OF FALSE STATEMENT 
WAS MADE BEFORE HIS TESTIMONY WAS COMPLETED. NO ARGUMENT MADI BY 
GOVT SINCE JUDGE RYAN STATED HE DID NOT DESIRE ANY. JUDGE 
RESERVED DECISION BUT INDICATED HE WILL FIND VAGO GUILTY. WILL GIVE 
DECISION JUNE TWENTY NEXT, NINE THIRTY AM. I ^ 
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Alt INFORF^ATiON CONTaIeD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ; 


£ATE^ 


PT 


Mt. ,, 

Hr. tAdi 
Mt. 

Mr.f1?' 

Mr. 

Mr. Gbvin, 
Mr. Harbo„ 
Mr. Eo8en_ 
Mr. Tracy . 



Mr. Lauf'hiin 

Mr. Mohr 

Tdie. Room_.J 

Mr. H '^oman 

,^Mi£8 Gundy , 


OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS., ESP-R,, PERJURY. BUFILE ONE NAUGHT ONE DASH 

\ N 

ONE NINE EIGHT EIGHT. ROBERT MARTIN, AUSA, SDNY, ADVISED JUNE 
FIFTYTWO, THAT VAGO IS TO APPEAR IN US DISTRICT COURT, JUNE EIGHTEEN, 
FIFTYTWO, AT TWO THIRTY PM BEFORE FEDERAL JUDGE SYLVESTER J. RYAN. 

VAGO HAS ENTERED A WAIVER OF JURY TRIAL ON A STIPULATED STATE- 
MENT OF FACTS. THE STATEMENT OF FACTS WILL BE PRESENTED TO JUDGE ' 4 

RYAN AND THE JUDGE WILL DECIDE UPON THE FACTS WHETHER VAGO IS GUILTY 
OR NOT GUILTY. 

JUN 26 mSL I 
IDT ' ' {) ' 



irtcoRt*^^ * 



%J 

HOLD PLS 










fCOCM. we«¥ OF iMVCStlOATItVI 

V. t. oEMmiiOiT iT mncc 

tmmxm»m 


aiw2oi?5 



WASH 22 FROM NEW YORK 


DEFERRED 


4-34 PM 


yr . ToIbOBu---— - I 

Mr. Luf 1 

i 

MrlJeVcgg- 

Mr. Glaviti— — — 
Mr. Harbo 

• Mr. Rosen — ^ j 

IMt. Tracy-’ 

Mr. LangWin — - 

Mr. Mobr 

Tele. Room— — — 
Mr. Holloman — 
Misfi Gandy 


DIRECTOR 


/d 'J 


OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS, ESP-R, PERJURY* BUFILE ONE HUNDRED ONE DASH ONE 

i ^ « r 

\NINE eight eight* REMTTEL JUNE EIGHTEEN LAST. FEDERAL JUDGE 


SYLVESTER J. RYAN FOUND OSCAR VAGO GUILTY 


[NE TWENTY INST 


STENTENCE THREE YE ARS SUSPENDED AND PLACED ON PROBATIO N. 
^HEIDT ' ICO 


HOLD 


plsALL INFORr^™ 


ecjuLf 19W 




J 
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Office ^Aeni^YandufH • united states government 



Director, FBI (101-1988) 
SAC, New York (100^-5521^.2) 

O 

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was 
PERJURY, ESPIONAGE - R 



DATE: JUn© 30, 1952 



Enclosed herewith are five copies of the report of 
SA BLAZE J. TOMASONI dated 6/30/52, at NY. 


It is noted that the enclosed is a closing report. 
However, in view of the situation in the MORTON SOBELL case, 
the stops placed' against VAGO with U.S. Customs, Immigration 
and Naturalization and the Allen Tax Division of the Internal 
Revenue are being maintained. It is possible that if SOBELL 
furnishes any information, an espionage case can be developed 
against VAGO. (Therefore, the stops are being maintained and 
after one year, they will be reevaluated to determine the 
desirability of continuing them. 




Encs. 5 



recorded - 21 



/ ' 


d.'' 


JUl' I 1952 
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‘'SKCtTBlii. r IHPORMATION-CONP -■ T I A I< 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 


NEW YORK 


FILE NO. 


BEM 


REFOITT MADE AT 


NEW YORK 


DATE WHEN 
made ^ 

6/30/52' 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MAOS BY 

6 / 16 , 18 , 20 , 23/52 BLAZE J.TOMASOSI 


TmJE 


OSCAR JOHN 7AG0, vas 


CHARACTER OP CASE , ' 

PEHJUHT, ESPIONAOB - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


a 

'I 


ill 


I 


6' 


ti 

D 

O- 

d 


A 


o 

5 


wA 

3 


01 


o 


VAGO triad In IJ.S. District CoTirt, 

SEKY, before Federal Judge SYLVESTER J. 
RYAN 6 / 18 / 52 . Trial based on stipulated, 
stateoent of facta, and VAOO valYod 
Jury trial. Judge RYAN reserved decision 
to b/ 20 / 52 , end on that date found VAOO 
guilty of perjury, gave him three years 
suspended sentence and placed him on 
three years probation. 


ftLb U1FO?.' ’Ai'ON CONTAINED 
pffc 3JS V7~' 


•«£ 


.ILS;5 At tfew Yorlc. New York 

Oa J&a 16, 1952 , OSCAR JOHH VAGO appeared for trial 
befo£e Gnlted States District Judge SYLVESXBR J. RZAN 
^ ^on a stipulated set of facts regarding subject’s 
peirjury fefore the Federal Grand JUry of the Southera District 
of New York on September 20, 1950. - /.t I 

VAGO had waived Jury trial, and the defense argued ^ 
that since VAGO had recanted and corrected his false statement, 
at the next appearance before the Grand Jliry on September 27. 
1950 » he should not be convicted. Defense also tried to claim 
that VAGO’S appearance before the Grand Jury on Septeniber 27# 
1950 was merely.^, continuation of the session of September 20, 


1950, and, ther 
was made before 


VAGO’S correction of false statement 
s testimony was coznpleted. 






-PMnociiBp 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPA<» 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


jL!/AZr/|£jir: 


(5)- Bureau (101-1988) fBnc.Ll>*^ - 
1 - USA, SDNY - I ' . 

1 - Los Angeles (65-51251) !(InfOB) 

1 - San Francisco ( 65-^286 )j (Info.) 

1 - Washington Field (65-55i^o)~(Yaf67) 
. J--_Hew YoEkai.QQr5521j.2) 



PROPERTY or FBI THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU 8Y THE FBI AND ARE 
AGENCY jJAlfJD.^ I T Y I N 0.tr.S^ ^ 


TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 






NY 100-55214^ 

T - - - argument Vas made by the Government, alnce Judge 
!^AN stated he did not desire any. Judge HYAN on this date 
reserved decision to June 20, 1952# 

: On June 20, 1952* Federal judge SYLVESOER j/RYAJf '* 

stated he found OSCAR VAGO guilty of violation of Section 1621, 
Title 16# He sentenced VAGO to three years suspended sentence 
and placed him on three years probation. 

A Probation Flash on the subject has been submitted 
to the Bureau# - 

ENCLOSURE - Bureau (1) 

Probation Flash on the subject# ’ . 


-CLOSED- 







2 



NY 100-55^ 

VV- ADMINIS^TIVE ^ ' 

MISCELLANEOUS: i.’ ' . ’’ " i 

— ■— — f- ~ ■ ^ ... . ■ 

^ ■ Copies of this report are being furnished to the Los 
Angeles, San Pran cisco and Washington Field Offices for in- 
formation In accordance with Bureau instructions* 

REFERENCE: 

Beport of SA BLAZE J, TOMASOHI, Hew York, 5/19/52. 





VTAtnAMl) 


tNCk.M 


( j^ce ^Acifiorandutn • united states government 


TO 

FROM 


ms DIRECTOR 


DATE: June ^4, 1952 





D. a. LADD 

SUBJECT: qSCAR JOHN VACO, was 
ESPIONAGE - R 
PERJURY 


l / 





"SYL !±i 



To answer your inquiry on the atta ched ^ 
mMJD.Q. rajkduwi^ to ^ohy Oscar Jo^r^Vagq_waa_nqt_^;^eT^^ 
ja il sentence * 7qoo. while known to be a jMrtner of 
Abraham Brothman, was not known to be invo l ved in 
e spionage activities^ He' was called beYore a PedCera l 
G r and Jury on September 20 ^ 1950 and .ma de certain. 
false statements re garding hi a whereabouts in the p erio d 
1 929 to 193^ We l^nfo rmedTlSpe c'iol >1 ssistani to the 
Attorney General Donegan of the falsity of these statements, 
Vago was then recalled before the Grand Jury on September 
27, 1950 at which time he stated he .wanted to amend part 
of his testimony, Donegan refused to allow him to do so 
before answering specific questions through which Vago 
was then forced to admit the falsity of his previous 
testimony. He was then indicted. 

Th e prosecutipn in this case has b een vi e wed 
from . its ince pti on^ab hnlP aJ,jy is2 ation^iwi ih considerable 
doji bt existing as to whether Vagq/s false testimony could 
be shown to Jbe material to the purpose of the Grand Jury 
inquiry^ arid thus ^ih violation of the perjury statute. 

It was on this basis that the Government agreed to g o ing 
before^Judge Ryan with the defense and making a statement 
of facts afte r which /the Judge found Vago guilt y,~ but' ^ 
gave^ ,h i m o nl v the three years s uspen d^d_ sen tence and 
tfe rka yea r s^ pro bot i on , 


ACTtCNs < 


RJLfjl 

101-1966 

j . 


None, The above is in answer to your inquiry. 
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^ c2 3, U 
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■TANOANO nrx MD. M 




Office NLemorandum 


TO 


FHOM 


SUBJECT: 


A. H. BELMON 


Jffi. r, r. CLEVELAND 


OSCAR JOHN VACO, was 
ESPIONAGE - R 
PERJURY 



I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATS: June so, 19S 


PURPOSE: 


ALL INF 0 n::^AT! 0 N CONTAINED 
HEREiii ;i ^RCLASSiFiED , , 

DAl F 3 -£>?T FiY ZtyJ2 jrm ' 0 ^ 

To advise that the subject was found guilty* of 
per. -fury and sentenced todau by g, S*~District Judg e 
Sylvester Jm Ryan, New York to 3 years ~su8 pended and 3 y earsfl 
probation^ /I 

BACKGROUND: 



a partne r in th e fir m of A. nr Qt}^Tr{.np nnd 
lorK City^ from August y 1944^ to June, 1946^ 
period he became closely associated with 

and Harry G-old^ On September 20, 1950, 

Vago zeSTtfl^a oejore a I'eaerdl Grand Jury in the Southern 
District of New York, at which time he stated^ that he left 
the United States in 1929 to visit his relatives in Hungary 
and that he did not return until January, 1933, Inasmuch 
as an FBI- investigation conclusively showed that Vago was 


Vago was 
A sso c ia t^s^ New 
During this 
AEraham Brothman 

uej'o re 


c jontinuo usiif employea in new York UX’CXT' 
icjpq^^h’rrsugh 1 932, h e was again s ummp ae g to ap pear^ befo re 
th e Grand Jury on September 27, 19S0» Upon gueS'tlDfitfig 
before this body, Tie "ad UttteJJli'e hdd previously te stifled 
y^alsely as to his trip to Hungary and that he actually re- 
{turned to Hungary for a visit of about one month during the 
mont/is of December, 1942, and January, 1943 ^ He was indicted 
W September 26, 1950, for perjury, based on this false 
\f;estimony^ 

DETAILS : 

On th^ morning nf. Ju ne. 20, j9^2^ Supervisor 
T pm UoAndrews of the New Y or k Off iof te laconically advised 
that Vago had been found purity of' perj uTffi^^andrwas ~Se'nte yyygT d" 
- ^dav (June 20) by U» S» District Judge s ^ves^ 

Southern District of Hew Y'orkf jjo a 3- sentence 
and was given 3 years 


ACTION: 


m S'? ^5- 


Nonet The above 


(Mndyv 


A- 



y 

'J 


WVC:LL 

101-1988 



Ojjice Menmandum • united states 


GOVERNMENT 


TO W. A. BRANIGAjl^f;^ 


FROM ; UOKENTOl^ 

SUBJECT: OSCAR JDHN'V^ was. 

FERJORy 

I ; ESPIONAGE - R 

PURPOSE: 




cwssiriED BY ^=y,'U?pi/C 
BtGUSSIFY ON; oXoii 


To recommend that the attached report of Speclcd Agent 
Blaze J. Tomasonl, dated June 30^ 1952, at Nev Tork^ pl€u:lng this 
case In a closed status^ be accepted. 

DETAILS ; ■- ' ‘ / 


^ OSCAR VAGO came to the Bureau's attention In connection vith 

the Harry Gold investigation vhen it vas determined that Vago vas a 
business partner of Abraham Brothman during the period Brbthman vas 
associating vith Gold. 

Investigation reflected that Vago vas bom February 27, 1698 j 
in Budapest, Hungary. Be came to the United States In 1924, and vas 
naturalized as an American citizen in the Southern District of Nev York 
^ on September 29, 1938« He resided in Washington, DiC., from 1938 to 
1941, during vhlch period he vas enployed by the Federal Building 
Administration, Procurement Division of the Treasury Department, and 
j the War Department at Fort Myer, Virginia. (101-1988). 

* While in Washington, D.C., Vago vas reported as being a msmber 

A of the Washington Book Shop, the Washington Committee for Democratic 
;f Action, and the American League for Peace and Democracy. (61-7582-1298). s 

In 1941, Vago moved hack to Nev York City. In May, 1944, it — j) 

vas reported that he vaa a member of the Executive Committee at Large of the i 
Rego Park Club of the Communist Party of America. In July, 1944, he vas 
elected to the Queens City Council of the Communist Party of America. 

As of June, 1949, be vas listed as president of the Trylon Club. Ridgewood 
Section, Queens County Communist Party. (65-58805-1153/ JLOO-3-4-3938-P. 5; 


100-3-4-4498-P. l 8 j 100-3-4.6723-P^ 

No evidence of Vago's in 
this investigation. 


y. (65-58805-^53; JLOO-3-4-3938-P. 5; 

vement in espl^^ggf peveloped during 


> 


APL:J1 

. 15)1-1988 


v.ia&siliccl by 3>_yi 
Exempt fromCD! 

Pate ef Peclas&ific 


in Indefinite 


Enclosixre 


um 


CeNDDENIIAir 




uuill lULII I 


On Septeimx^O, Vago vas called terore a Federal Grand Jury 

In the Southern District of Nev Torh and made certain false statements 
concerning his vhereahouts In the period 1929 to 1933- Ve advised 
Special Assistant Attorney General Donegan of this, and Vago vas recEdled 
before the Grand Jury on September 27# 1950# and thereafter vas Indicted 
for perjury. 


On June 20, 19^2, Vago vas found guilty and sentenced hy U. S. 
District Court Judge Sylvester J. Ryan, Southern District of Nev York, 
to three years' suspended sentence and placed on three years' probation. 


Subject is being retained In the regular section of the Security 
Index In vlev of his ConBounlst background. 


Stops placed against Vago vith U. S. ^Customs, Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, and the Allen Tax Division of Internal Revenue 
are being continued for another year vhen they vlU he revaluated by 
the Nev York Office to determine the deslrsbiUty of continuing them. 


Di ssemination o f all pertinent Infor mation concerning subject 
has been made to the Depart^nt, G-^, ONI and INS. 

Bureau references on subject have been revleved and all pertinent 
information reflected in these references are in subject's main case file. 

RECOMMENDATION : » 

Inasmuch as all logical Investigation has been conducted and 
this case has been successfully prosecuted. It Is recommended that the 
attached report of SA Tomasoni be accepted, and this case be placed In a 
closed status. 



j 



rrAicAAo roRM NO. •« 


Office Mefnorandum 


ri 


Director, FDI (101-1988) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: S£p 3 ^052 


frFEOM t 
SUBJECT: 


SAC, New York (100-5521^2) 

OSCAR joriAaoo, was. '.i i' C^^^TM^5E0 

PERJURY nLL 

SSPIONAOE - R HEfiEl’* I ^ 

DATESJ^:^CY2;ito 


Rencrlet, 1/20/55:. \ ' 

By referenced letter all offices receiving copies of this cpmiBuni- 
cation were requested to place stops concerning the subject vdth U.S# 
Customs, INS, and the Alien Tax Division of the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 

On 6/20/52 Federal Judge SYLVESTER J. RYan^ USDC, SDNY, found 
•VAGO quilty of perjury and gave him a three year suspended sentence and 
placed him on three years probation. In view of possible developments 
in the MORTON VAGO’S probationary sentence it is reqt^ested 

that these stops be continued for a period of one year at which time 
New York will make a revaluation in order to determine the desirability 
of continuing them. 



1 - Albany 
1 - Anchorage 
1 - Boston 
1 - Butte 
1 - Detroit 
1 - Houston 
1 - Miami 
1 - Mobile 
1 - Neiv Orleans 
1 - Philadelphia 
1 - Portland 
1 - San Antonio 
1 - San. Juan 
1 *-c Seattle 


BJTfRMS 


1 - Albuqurque 
1 - Baltimore 
1 - Buffalo 
I' - Chicago 
1 - El Paso 
1 - Los Angeles 
1 - Minneapolis 
1 - Newark 
1 - Norfolk 
I- Phoenix 
1 - San Francisco 
1 - San Diego 
1 - Savannah 
1 *- Washington Field 


RECORDED - 9| j( 

£v SEP 8 1952 

, G(-129 


^0 StP 161952 
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jtClASSlW 


OSCAR JOHH VAGO, vbb. 
Par Jury 

. Esplonego • R 

BuTlla #101-1980 ■ 


ALL iHron:’AT;o?j coktaiheo 

HE'i:': !5 u:,'CLASSIFIED \ 
EXC^T-r.i; ;.L SHOWH ' 
OT 1 Li-ii l: 


-1 



Q9fiBT_,fc>hr^i^^ WAB A partner in the firm of' 

A. Brothman and AeBooleteSt Maw York Clt7t from Augxiet* 
192|i| to Juno« 1943« During this period he became closelj 
assoolated with Abraham Brothman and Barrj Gold^ a con* 
f eased Soviet agent* 

According to Oold» Vago was present in the 
office of A« 'Bx*othman and Associates on the evening «dien 
Brothman had received hia Grand Jtirj subpoena and an* 
nounced his intention of telling the whole storj as to 
his furnishing information to the Hussians* Gold also 
stated that Vago in December • 19lj9^ made Inquiry of him 
as to whether Brothman* s statement^ that he (Brothman] » 
had received a Red Star from the GSSR for his activities 
in behalf of the Soviets was trus* Vago upon interviav# 
however, denied the above* 





On September 20, 1950, he testified before a 
Federal Grand Jury in the Southern District of Hew York, 
at which time he stated that he left the United States 
in 19^ to visit his relatives in Hungary and that ha 
did not return until January, 1933* Inasmuch as an FBI 
investigation conclusively showed that Vago was oontinu* 
ously employed in Hew York City during the years 1929 
through 1932# ha was again suianoned to appear before the 
Grand Jury on September 27# 1950* Upon questioning be* 
fore this body he admitted that he had tastlfied falsely 
as to this trip to Bxingary and that he actually returned 
to Hungary for a visit of about one month during the 
months of December, 1942, and January, 1943* 

NOTE: Prepared at reques^^^Si** Administrative Division for 

Budget Mat .A / ' 

‘^UAMlfied hv 

Exempt from CD^ Cetegocy, <2^^ 
DeU il De«l 











'<L^ b 
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V. 




for th« Southern District of Vev York on Soptember 28^ 
1950# on the charge of perjury based on his false 
testimony before the Federal Grand Jury on Septeniber 20» 
,1950* Vago entered a plea of not guilty on ax*raigment# 
On June 20 , 1952 Vago was found guilty and sentenced by 
0*S* District Judge Sylvester J« Hyan^ of the Southern 
District of New York# to three years' suspended sentence 
and placed on three years^ probation* ' 





i0 


Office Mm 


IPl • UNITE? . GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Director, FBT (101-1988) 


r 


FROM t 
SUBJECT: 


rj 


SAC, lejone^olis (65-672) 

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was. 
PERJURY 

ESPIONAGE - R - ^ 


DATE; October ill, 195?: 


Reference New York letter to the Bureau dated Septenber 3» 1952. 


In accordance irith the request in referenced letter this is to advise 
that the following stops were placed October 7, 1952. 


NT. IRVIN SHRODE, Officer in Charge, Iminigration and Naturalisation Service, 
Post Office Building, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Mr. M. B. FAIRBANKS, Division Chief, Internal Revenue, Alien Tax Division, 

' Post Office Building, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


Inspector C. 0. NOBDLIE, United States Customs, Federal Building, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 


The New York Office is requested to advise the Minneapolis Office when these 
stops are no longer necessary. 


R U C - 


SEC:dad 

cc - 1 - New York (100-552li2) 






ALL INF 0 R?.iM! 0 N CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSiPiED 
PATI3_^2lI2_BY3^E 






_ I I (i 

Ojjice lAeiTtOTUYldutn • united states government 




TO 


DIRECTOR, p. B. I. 


PiOM : SAC, Nm TORK (100-55242) 

(P 

SUBJECT; OSCAR JOHN VACO, wa 


DATE* 24, 1953 

'n 


\/j/ . 

1 / ^ -V 


SUBJBCT; ounn va'J'j, ^a. .r. .. 

ESP-R, and PERJURY nLL h ;} c*:*..:.;; I : J. . Uw.UmI.i 

HlRlL; i.; ' ir.ED /' 


It Ib recooDDended that a Security Izidex Card be pr< 
above-captlcned Individual* 



red on the 


X 


HAUE 


\u. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual ahould be 
changed as follows s (Specify change only) 

X =_ 


AUtSSS 


CD 








NATIVE BOHN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WOJKEHS PAETX 


INDEPaJDENT SOCIALIST IfiACKJE 


MISCELLANEOnS (Specify) - 

TAB PDR DETCQM TAB POR COMSAB RACE SEX 

DATE OF BIRTH 


PUCE OF BIETH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of enploylng concern and address ) 

Farkas and Barron Construction Engineers, 150\'>Broadwa7, New York, N. Y, 


NATURE OF INDUSTRI OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital P^clUty Ust) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 



GTTPtMAT 


» STANeARD ratM HO. I 


i' 


Office N. idum states government 


TO 

t/^^ROM i 
SUBJECT: 


^''p‘ 


/} 


■f" 


Ir^ 


P'9 

Director, FBI 

SAC, Hew York (100-552W2) 

OSCAR JOHH^AGd, was ^ • 

PBRJDHYi 

ESP-P • , 

Re NY letter to Bureau, 6/30/52. 


DATE: 4/28/53 


Referenced NY letter stated that stops would be maintained 
on the subject for one year after VAGO’S conviction on 6/20/52 for 
Purjury. 


The NYO believes that these stops are no longer necessary, 
and UACB all stops will be removed 10 days after date of this let- 
ter. 



BJT;JAT 


.i'u 141953, 








" -^:P PICE MEMORANDUM. UNITED STATES GOVi-tHMSKT 


& : Director, FBI (101-1980) 5/26/53 

» SAC, New York (100-55242) 

sot; OSCAR JOm^^^GO, was 
PERJURY 
ESPIONAGE - R 

Re NY letters of 1/20/51 and 4/28/53. 

Referenced letter of 1/20/51, requested all offices 
receiving a copy of this communication to place stops against the 
subject with US Customs, UTS, and the Allen Tax Division of the 
But'S au of Internal Revenue. 

By referenced letter of 14/28/53 » the NYO advised the Buret 
these stops were no longer considered necessary and UACB would be 
cancelled ten days after 14 / 28 / 53 , 




1 - Albany (74*8) 

1 - Albuquerque (100-731) 

1 - Anchorage (100-307) 

1 - Baltimore (65-1794) 

1 - Boston 

1 - Buffalo \ AVV' ' 

1 - Butte (65-528) 

1 - Chicago 
1 - Detroit 
1 - El Paso (65-813) 

1 - Houston (100-8303) 

1 - Los Angeles (65-5125) 

1 - Miami (65-2424) 

1 - Minr:eapolia (65-872) 

1 - Mobile 
1 - Kewark 

1 - New Orleans (100-14401) 

1 - Norfolk (74-3) 

1 - Philadelphia (6S-W|11) 

1 - Phoenix (100-3781) 

1 . - Portland (65-1732) REC 

1 - San Antonio (74-73) 

1 - San Diego (65-0-5^1) 

1 - San Francisco (65-4296) 

1 - San Juan (74-10) 

1 - Savannah (65-0-504) 

1 - Seattle (65-3133) 

1 - Washington Field (66-1922 >(65-5598) 

BJTtRLM 1 ^' 

78 3 1353 - , 




RECORDED • 




MAY 28 1953 






U i 


Letter to Director 

i;y 100-5521^2 

Therefore, all offices receiving a copy of this 
coinmianication are requested to cancel all stops they have 
placed against the subject. 







^ p . 1 ^ < * > y - ^ I . I , it. 
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Office M.enii 7 rvyrpduin • united] ['governmimt 




DIRECTCR, FBI (101-1938) 


DATB: r$/il/53 t 


FROM :/ -^v^AC, NORFOLK {74-3) 

sObjecTj^ OSCAR JOH^^OO, WR*. f : 

// PERJURT 

^ . BSPIOf AGE - R 

) 

Re Kew lork latter to Bureau dated 3/26/53* 
Stops r«moved at Norfolk^ Virginia* RUC« 




, ' 

:A 

V/. 

i A' .' ’. ''■• 

V;] ' 
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^.yC\^^n43^y 


LlUKtplo 

001 NOW York (I0»>552ip2) 


/■ . 

' *u 






■''l vif'*:, 


1!^ 


\ '■■tp. ’■ » ■ 


;; r'-Pf- 
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flTTAMMRO RMIM NO. M 


Office IfAernorM^durn • united states government 


TO I 


DIRECTOR, FBI (101-1988) 


DATE: June 17j 19^3 


?&OM 


SAC, WFO (6^-5598) 


SUBJECT: 


OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was., 
PERJURY and ESPIONAGE - R 


SLL IMF0R'1"T!0'3 CONTAINED 

iC uilULASSiRED 

ry 3cM:? I 


He New York letter dated May 26, 1953 j requesting removal of 

stops* 

WFO by letters dated June S» 1953# requested the Collectors of 
Customs, INS, and Bureau of internal Revenue to remove stops. Copies 
of WFO letters sent to New York. Passport stop removed by WFO letter . / 

dated June 17, 1953, to Passport Office. ^ , 


report. 


New York requested to report removal of stops in its next 


A 


-RUC- 


HWB/mmd 

2-CC-NEW YCKIK (100-552U2) — REGISTERED MAIL 

» JUN19 1983 

79 JUN 251 ^? 





•MMMNOKIIIU NO. M 


' 

# -V'/ 

Office lum • unitex ^ 


01.AXX1.0 


GOVERNMENT 


«> : DIRECTOR, FBI (101-1986) 

SAN*FRANCISCO (65‘-l;286) 
50BJBCT: qSgAR JOHN VAGO, Was. 


DATE: 6/16/53 




lERJIBY 
ESPIONAGE - R 


ALL INFOR^LMIOM CONTAINED 

HERLLl lo buGLACClflED 


Re New York letter to Bureau dated S/26/$3* 

The* stop notices |)laced against subject with U.S. 
CustcEttS, INS^ and the Alien Tax Division of the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue were removed as requested by relet on 6/lO/53« RUG. 


FPPred 




•TAMDAim mu NOu M 



Office 



• UNITED S 


GOVERNMENT 


TO 



DIRECTOR, PEI (101-1988) 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (65-672) 

OSCAR JOHnVaGO, was. 

PERJURY 

ESPIONAGE - R 


DATE: 7/3/5 


Re New York letter to Director, dated May 26, 1953» 


This is to advise that stops pila^ed by this office have 
been cancelled in accordance with the instructions 
set out in referenced letter. - RUC - 





I 

/ 





UL13W^' 




RECORDED-65 


\joi-Trrt~ 




FD-L22 

( 5 - 11 -.”.) 



Office Msmorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


no 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (101-19^8) 

SAC, Hew York (100-5521^2) 

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, va 
SM-C 


DATBi 2/9/54 
Card iiJJ). 

Alt li'ror.r.’AT'ON C%TAINED 
HERti'.! ib L-i'. ii'it-D 
nAT F3^6-^n 


i L.U I 




It la recoraoended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


NilME 


The Security Index Card .on the captioned Individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 

COMMUNIST ^SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENIENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE, 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specif^) Verification Pending ~ 

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of eji 5 >loying concern and address) 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

■GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBIUTT 



rD -122 

(5-U-53) 



a nn aM W tf wawM no. ^ ^ 

• Office ^Aew^andutn • united states government 

TO ; 

OM : 

SCTBJBCT: 

J 

above- captioned individual. 

X The Security Index Card on the captioned Individual should be 
/ changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


Director, FBI (101-1988) 


DATBl 3/11/ 55 


SAC, New York ( 100 - 552142 ) 

OSCAR JOHN VACO, .wa 

SM-C m CONTAINED 

herb;; is u;;Jla?:;jbed 


m\Tc.s.t>-5n 

It is reconmen&a ‘that a Securit;^ 


;:0 ifiLU i 

RY-^-azlpiT 

T ludaji Cuiil^be 


Cawl UtO* n 

prepared on the 


NAME 

ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PAKTI INDEPENIENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE. 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specif^) ' 

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR CC»BAB RACE SEI___ 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINES^ ADDRESS (Show Dane of esploying concern and address) 


v4 


James Rudernian ( consulting Engineer) 


\r 


32 union Square, New York, New York 


FACILITY DATA; 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY, 

INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


RM 

ECM: ^APHl 


NOT RECORDED 
II MAh 14 19^5 



ji 



FD-12 

( 5 - 11-5 


Office ISAzfnGfandutn • united states government 


” = Director, Til (101-1988) 


DATBi 3/19/54 




' SAC, Kew York (100-55242) 


fUBjBCT: Qsci^ JOHN ^AGO, wa nUL IFu Or.i../ - a i . »luLU rJ 

y a*0 HEHEl.. i-- 

|^T h3^-sO 

It la recoBnended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned Individual. 

^ The Security Index Card on the captioned Individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 

/ 

NiWE 

ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATtniALIZED 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 
TAB FOR DBTCOM 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


ALIEN 


INDEPENIENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


RACE 


DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ^A^RESS (Show name of en^loylng concern and address) 


Dr. Jacob Feld 


X55 I. 33rd Street, NYC 


j KEY FACILITY DATA: 
t GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 

INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESPONSIBILITY. 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 164-13 73rd Avenue, Fluehlng, LI, JiY 


BH 

BJTtMXtf 


NOT REC^RnFP 
*2 MAR 23 1954 






\ 


Cm 


OFFICE MEMDRANDI 


UNITED SllTES OOVtHNKt. 


DIRECTOR- rSI (101-1966) 


6/2/55 






*FROk: SAC, NEW $0R^( 100-53^1.2) ^ 

SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was 

perjury; ESPICaiAGE - fi 

Bebulet to N7 captlonad ^||HH|||||||||H XS-R,*' which 

signified the Bureau desired that to correct ^ 

the previous characterization of Vm||HH||B^n all reports and letters 
prepared in th^pas^ Rebulet stances information 

furnished byH||HH^should be attributed tofliH^Ky name. He should 
be characterd^^Wl^^an alleged former Comin'^^^^^pesentative whose 
credibility is not known since ha has in the past furnished both reliable 
and unreliable information," Rebulet additionally instructed that the 
characterization be inserted on all copies of the communication in ink, 
noting the date of change and the initials of the person making the 
change , 

In accordance with the above, the fsllowlng coramunioat^r^as >been 
changed in the NYO to properly attribute the information tofl^^^Bby 
name and characterization: 


IS be taKen to correct 
n all reports and letters 
al^instances information 
H^Ky name. He should 
ffHresentative whose 


Hv 


(Rpt,, Letter, 
Airtel, Etc,' 

Raport 


(Date) (Agent* a Marne) 

3/20/51 SA ROBERT M. 
KAHB 


(Place Where (Page (T-Symbol) 
Made) Nos,) 


10 

(Admin* 

Pag®) 


None 


Q 4 

r /“i 

. - X CD 


Where this commun^jat 
to the T-symbol ntimbar for^H 
’•Deleted." * 




Was a report, the information corresponding 
Ion the informant page has been marked 


It is requested that the Bureau and all interested offices who 
received copies of the communiaation make changes on all copies in their 
.possession. 

It is to be noted that copies of this communication were disseminated 
locally to the following NY agencies: U3A» SBITY 

These agencies have been advised by separate letter of^^^H^ new 
characterization and they have been advised that they may desire^^cnsJige 
their copy of the communication accordingly# 


r’i L.:: «)! It is noted that a copy of the above communication was disseminated 

— UJ uJ locally to Nona • it is requested that the 

UJ S notify this agency in wr^uMt^making reference to the communication 

<C O, which. has been changed, credibility cannot be evaluated 

since he is known to have furm^^R^Kth reliable and unreliable information 
and the agency may desire- to oliange the copy of the communication in its 

^ pa-seoaolon aocordingly. (JCHORDEO 71 /« / - V / 

* c J— 


Y-* Lob (65-5125) (RM) 

1 - NY lOS- 1261-Subfile A-2 ’ 7S 




»^6f3)UN 14 1955 


Letter to the Director 

m 100-5521*2 


It la to be noted that the report of SA HOBEHT M 
KAHE dated V20/5^i at NY, referred to above, contained 
the name of flH||||l||[on the administrative page (10) only, 
under the tlt^^^^fformants.** No information was 
attributed tofl|^^^Hln the details by name or by 
symbol number^TnereTore , no communication Is being 
directed to the USA, SENY# who received a copy of the 
report# 


JUD rO WM MO. t* 






M.emorcjdum • united sta? ^ ^ government 


^ aOM : 

IjC SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE 


DIRECTOR, FBI (101-1988) 

SiLC, NE3r YORK (100-^^21*2) 
Sf 

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, waa 
PERJURY 
ESPIONAGE-a 


DATE: 




ladar 


Q - / 


SAC lottar 55-30, U/12/55. 
SDCCINCT RESUllE OF CASE 


OCT 


°***d caaoaiifl^ 



/ 




Syidbol Ixifomants utilized in this letter have in the past 
famished reliable information unless otherwise noted. 


SDNT 9/29/38. 


1. Subject Dale, white, bom 2/27/98, Hungary, naturalized 

(S 







.1 


2* It was developed in October, 19h3t that OSCAR VAGO, 

66-07 99th St*, Rego park, NT (Subject’s residence at that tine) had 
on 10/15A3> been officially transferred fromth^C-^^&wh of the CP 
to the 6th AD Branch, Queens County CP, NT. (^>*1 P ^ ^ 

3. On 5/22/liU, it was determined OSCAR VAGO, 66-07 99th St.,-j pf 
Rego Park, Queens was a me mber-at-large of the Rego Park Club, Queens ^ ^ § 


County CP.) 

U. On 10A/U6,. it w as developed OSCAR VAGO, 6^7 99th 3t.,t2e3oPARit,ua5M»i8 
dF Rego Section, Queens County CP. 


was a neinbei^ 


Queet^ CP. 

m 
o 


^5. 5*^ U/28A7, information was received reflecting subject 
sslbly president of the Trylon Club, Rego^ Section ^ 



c- 


cc^.^^RRY QOID, 8elf-confei*ed and convicted espionage 
O agent^ on 9/lIi/5v, advised that subject was a CP meciber. He stated 
during;; the periods he was acquainted with subject he had been told 
by subject tiidt attended meetings and was a CP iaeai>er In Forrest 
. Hills, Queen^.^ fii 10/2/50, HARRT GOLD furnished a signed statement in which 
be advised he first heard of subject through A6RAHAN BROTHHAN in 19it3. At 
that time GOtD was receiving technical Infonnatlon from BROTHMAN for 
transmittal, Jfce the Soviet Union. BROTKMAN desired that GOU) obtain 


Rif 

f T i i 
! J X 

JSTsdfflg - *■» 





- /f 


by 

Exempt mm 

J>Ate PccUesiflL^loalii;^ 


Bl OCT 6 1955 





. y * 
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Letter to DIRECTOR 
NI 100-552142 

financial assistance from his Hnssian snperlor so that ViOO could be worked 
into a position with an organisation partly controled by BROTHVAN. At this 
time BRQTHMAN described VAGO as a sizicere and convinced CooBianist. 7AQ0 
was to become a part of an organization whose purpose was to produce and 
design chemical processes for the Soviet Union, The venture sponsored by 
BROTHMAN was to be backed by AlfTOSG or Russian money, GOLD further stated 
he first met VAGO in I9I46 when subject was at that time a partner in the RaM, 
A ^OTHUAN Associates. GOLD stated he gathered from VAQ0 *b conversation, 
actions, and other factors that he was, during 19lt6, active in the CP and 
completely in syn^atbl^o with the Communist cause* As late as 19l43 GOLD 
stated that VAGO Indicated to him he was active, in the CP. He ^ast saw 
subject in December, 19l49» GOLD stated he did not believe VAGO was 
Involved in any espionage because be was too talkative. , 

7. On 9/20/50, subject appeared before the ?GJ, SDRT, and 
refused to answer any questions as to CP membership on grounds of self- 
incrimination* He denied having ever participated In any espionage 
activity and stated he knew of no espionage conducted by HARRT GOLD or 
ABRAHAM BROTHMAN. 

8. In a signed statement executed 10/9/50, Mrs. BERNICE 
RIVERXA, donestic for the VAGO family in 19t4d, advised that subject's wife 
had atteopted to recruit her ibto the CP on several occasions* Further, 

Mrs* VAGO told her that both she and the subject were CP oenbers* 

9« On 9/28/50, the FGJ, SDNY, returned an indictment against 
subject charging he committed perjury in testimony given under oath before 
the FGJ on 9/20/50* He was charged with giving false testimony concerning 
his country of residence from 1929, to 1932* He testified that during 
this period he was in Hungars^when in fact he was in the U. S. contiimously 
from 1925, to 1952* Subject was arrested by the FBI on 9/28/50, and 
bail was subsequently set at $140,000.. Subject could not meet the bail and 
he wao placed in the custody of the VSM, SDNY. The FGJ before which 
subject appeared was conducting investigation and inquiring Into possible 
violation of espionage laws of the U. S. 

^ 10* After subject was arrested and was unable to raise bail, 

he was placed in the Federal House of Detention, KTC . Also In this 
institution at the time was JULIUS ROSENBERG. In connection with information 
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Letter to DIRECTOR 
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fornl»hflA.lai^^ISBQIaE— EISS ' 



;ne tartakow/ 
concerning JULIUS 

also obtained: 1. During VAQO»s period of incarceration 
ROSEMBERG was very friendly with subject and on one occasion subject furnished 
ROSEKBERG with sereral sheets of paper which both studied together for the most 
part of one day. Both subject and E0SiS^3ERG on se-veral Instances discussed 
Butual acquaiatanees of theirs who resided in different sections of the US. 

Once ROSENBERG told VAGO to tell BROTPMAN (ABE) to stop acting ■’like a scared 
Kid and everything would be taken care of". 2. In January, 1951, TARTAKCW 
advised VAGO Indicated to him in conversation ||e Intended to flee the US 
upon release from detention whether he was acquitted, reOeased on bail, or 
on completion of sentence. VAGO made the sta^ment, according to TARTAKCW, 
that he would go by a "tried and proven route" if a DS passport was denied 
him* Further, he is reported to have said his arrest ended hie "usefulness 
in the US". Immediately upon his release, VAGO is alleged to have stated, he 
intended on going to Budapest and that he had been preparing to leave the US 
at the time of his arrest. Ha informed TARTAKOT!" that friends In France were 
to write him a letter offering him a Job which would then enable him to 
obtain an American passport. 3* On 1/18/51 TARTAKOW advised that subject 
rela^sd to him that all the material furnished the Russians by Dr. KLAUS 
FUCHS was first turned over to ABRAHAM BROT^iMAN to check for accuracy and 
verification, i*. In describing ROSENBERG and VAGO, TARTAKOW stated: "Never 
have I been associated wHh two' men whose hrtred for our government is so 
profound. Every statement contains a threat of destruction, of violence, 
to America* There meti are not mere Communists. Hhat la more important is 
that they are revolutionists and that even in the Co n nmmtst orgsmiaatlon 
Itself that is- a horse of a different color". 


JEROME TARTAKOW»s reliability Is not known. 

11. On 6/20/52, subject was found guilty by Federal Judge STLVESTEK 
J. RYAN (he waived trial by Jury) and was sentenced to a three year suspended 
sentence and placed on three years probation. 

12. Subject was a partner in the k* BROTHMAN Associates ffom 
August, 19Ui, t;o June, 19Uo. In connection with the investigation which led to 
the arrest of ABRAHAM BROTHMAN and HARRY GOLD, subject was intei^lewed by 
Bureau agents on 5/l5/50. At this time be furnished considerable information 
regarding his relationship and business association with BROTHMAN, He 
admitted knowing C50LD through that 3ndividual»6 employment at BRCTIR'AN Asso- 
ciates. However, he denied any knowledge of any espionage activity enga^jed 



NT 100-552U2 , \ ‘ 

in by either GOLD or BROTHMA.N or any connection these two might hawe had . 
with the Soviet Union. He stated he had severed relatippship with ERCrRMA.N 
in June, 19U8, after having engaged in a violent arguitnt with him. As of - 
the time Interviewed he had not had any further association with BftOTHiaAK. 

As a result of information revealed by HARH7 GOLD and through 
investigate relative to Soviet espionage activity in the US, extensive 
investigation was conducted to ascertain if VAGO himself was involved in 
espionage. As far as the investigation disclosed no direct evidence of 
aubject^f involvement in espionage was developed. Based on information 
furnished by JEROVE TaSTAKOVT to the effect subject planned to flee the 
country wlien released from prison, stops were placed throu^out the US 
at points of embarkation and the USA authorized an arrest if subject was 
determined to be attenpting to leave the country. However, no evidence 
or indication of such intention orjii^mr^fas received during the period 
of time the stops were in ef f ect J||||Q||||PII|^ 

As a condition of his probation subject was required to Infora ' 
the US Probation Office of his employment and residence at all tines. He 
has been employed by various engineering firms since being placed on 
probation and is currently working with the firm of JAMES SUDEHMAN, Consulting 
Engineer, NYC, and resides in Flushing, Long Island, where he purchased a 
horns in October, 19^3 • 

' No evidence has been received during his period of probation which 

would indicate he has been engaged in any subversive activity. 

RECOiafENDATIOH . 

Remove from the SI. 

Even though subject has been Identified as a CP member and was 
from 19U1*, to 19U8, affiliated with ABRAHAM BROTHMAN, who figured prominently 
in the ^RRY GOLD espionage apparatus, no direct evidence of actual involvement 
on the part of the subject has been developed. Information as furnished by 
JEROME TARTAKOW would tend to indicate the possibility that subject might 
have been engaged in some type of activity which was not in the best interest 
of ^he US. However, investigation failed to determine*^ if any, the extent 
or de^ee of such activity. HARRY GOLD stated while subject was a CP meaft)®** 




Letter to DIRECT® 

KY 100^^2h2 

be did not belie'we him to be engaged In espionage* No direct connection was 
determined between 8Tibject»e act of perjury and any espionage activity- There 
has been no evidence of C® ■anibership on his part within the past five years 
nor does hit known activity otherwise bring him within the criteria for 
retention on the ftl. 

EETCOM TABBING 


1- Not tabbed* 

2- Not applicable. 

3. Recomnending deletion from the 
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Bpoidag OiSo* 


NEW Y«RK 


ITIXOFCASE 


Ol&co ol Ozigin 

Doto 

NEW y»RK 

1/30/62 


/ 


•SCAR JOHN VAGO a 






SJi 



IniTMUgatir* Pwriad 

10/23/61-1/5/^2 


B»port mad* hj 


CHABACTEHOr CASE 




SECURITY MATTER - C 


‘AGENCIES 



rjkOpmiMl 


REFERENCE; 








Report •t SA BLAZE J. TOMASONI, dat«ff; 
6/30/52, at New Y»rk 




- P - 


ADMINISTRATIVE 



' Copies of this report and previous reports have 
not been furnished to INS, New Y#rk City^ because informa- 
tion has not been developed to indicate that the subject 
was engaged in Communist activity prior to his naturalization 
in September of 1938. 

a t y*? I I . _ 

CUSSIFIED BY; SC^ti'i.IPl iT lOl^ CllSSlfleJ Ky J a . ^ 

DECUSSirV ON: OADR / OWlas.ify PIk 'OR 
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Sp«ctut Agaat 

III CTSnrfi. 


Do not writ* ia 
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(Sy 
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J^lBureatj (IOI-I988) (RM)/ 
1-0-2, First Army, NYC,-; 

• (AA 611495 ) (RM) / 
3-Mew York (100-55242) 




23 9 
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-■isi 


It Is recommended that the subject's name be 
Included in the Security Ind^x for the following reasons 


Hn the evening^^^^Z^iZQ^. Special J^ents of the 
FBI observed DICK PASTORjH|||||mi||pand several other 
known Queens CP members, wn^oecause of the location of 
their residences, could logically be considered as members 
of the Kew Pomonok CP Club,, enter the subject’s residence 


^2 




On 10 / 19 / 50 , Mrs, BERNICE RIVERIA, in a signed state 
ment executed by her, stated that in 1948, Mrs, VAGO, the 
subject's wife, had told her that both she and Mr. VAGO, the 
subject, were members of the CP* ^ \ 




I 






4 


NY 100-55242 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 





telephon^ca^ on 12/22/61^ was made 
:o a|H|||^HIB, telephone niomber 

^pnoTie^ director y to a^ 

Queens, New York. 


telephone call on 1/2/62, was made 
by unidentified individual at the 

sub j ecF^^mpToyment , No formal pretext was necessary 
because this unidentified individual advised the subject 
had not as yet arrived at work. It is noted that the call 
was placed at approximately 8:35 AM. 








suitable photograph of the subject is available. 

An PD 122 recommending that the subject’s name 
be Included in the Security Index is being, submitted. 

/ Bureau authority to interview the subject is not 
being requested at this time to preclude any embarrassment 
to the Bureau, which might possibly- arise from such an inter- 
view in view of the subject's conviction in Federal Court 
on 6/20/52, on a charge of perjury. 








A summary report has been previously submitted 
in this case. . , : . • - : ' ~ - 

The Agents who participated In the surveillance 
on 9/28/61, are identified as follows; 
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/ The stops placed by the New York office and 
auxiliary offices. In connection with the perjury case in- 
volving the subject have been cancelled. 





/nie subject *s spouse,' CLAIRE VAGO (New York 100- 
66457; Bureau 100-335813) is being recommended for inclusion 
in the Security Index. 
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INFORMANTS CONT'D ’ 

.. 


Identity of 

/ 

Pile Number Where 

Source 

f V 

Located 


NY T-7 
(cont *d) 


(FURNISHED TO SA 


r 




^ The following are the informants utilized in the 
characterization of' "Advance. " as it appears in the Appendix 
attached to this report: (il) 


Forme 




The following are the informants utilized in the 
characterization of the New York School for Marxist S'^dles, 
as it appears in the Appendix attached to this report 




COVER 
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■ INFORMANTS CONT'D 




The following are the infomants utilized in the 
characterization of the Chicago Committee to Defend ^^oc rat ic 
Rights and the Chicago Smith Act Families Committeep&J lA 



Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those instances 
where the identities of the sources must be concealed. 


The informants not identified by T symbols, in 
the attached report, and who were unable to furnish any inform- 
mation concerning the subject, are identified as followsr^ 


Informant 


Date Contacted 


Contacting Agent 


iCu) 
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INFORMANTS CONT'D 


Informant 





LEADS 



NEW YORK 


At New York^ New York 


1. Will await Bureau decision regarcUng the 
recommendation by the New York Office that the subject's 
name be Included ^n the Security Index. 


2. Upon.vrecelpt of such approval, the NYO 
will place a Security flash In the subject's name with the 
Identification Division, Washington, D.C. 


3« Should the Bureau not concur with this ./ 
recommendation the New York Office will place the subjectls' 
name on Section 3 of the Reserve Index. > - v ' 


>^ 4 .: 


Will endeavor tp personally observe the subject; 






FD-904 (Eev. 3-3-58) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office Fife No.: 
Title: 


l-G-2, First Army, New York City (AA 611495) '(RM) 

Ho 

Mew York, New'York 
100-552^2^^ Bureau File No.: 101*1988 




100-55242'^' 
OSCAR JOHN VAGO 


Qiaracter. 


SECURITY MATTER C 


Synop$ii»<^ 




Subject resides at l64 - 13 f3rd Avenue, 
Queens, New York, and is employed by ^ 



Jcunes Ruderman, 

Consulting Engineer, ^^4 


r ^ 

Fifth Avenue, & 
reported that M 


Jol 




e evening o 


rved several Queens 
County CP members enter the subject's 


eported that 


W 3HBi? 


that trie 


^ L-'. 

- u« I’i 
•j r. o ^ 


;g^l 


elatives 


Classified Ity 
lassify on: 
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NY 100-55242 
DETAILS: 


I. BACKGROUND 


A. Residence and Bnployinent 


On December 29, 1952, Mr. SAYLER, Probation 
Officer, United States Probation Office, Room 205^ United 
States Court House, Foley Square, New York, New York, 
advised SA GORDON W. TINDLE that the subject was then 
employed by Parkas and Barron Construction Engineers, 

150 Broadway, New York City, 

bn February 23, 195^, WILLIAM H.- PETERS, Probation 
Officer, United States Probation Office, Federal Building, 
Brookl^, New York, advised SA BIAZE J. TOMASONI, that the 
subject had, on October 26, 1953a purchased his own home at 
l64 - 13 73rd Avenue, Queens, New York. 

Mr. PETERS also advised that the subject was then 
employed by Dr. JACOB FELD, 155 East 33rd Street, New York 
City. 

On March 7, 1955 > Mr. ALEX J. MOORE, Probation 
Officer, United States Probation Office, Federal Building, 
Brooklyn, New York, advised SA EARL MC COOL, that the subject 
was then employed by James Rudennan Consulting Engineer, 32 
Union Square, New York City. 

On December 22,^1961, a Special Agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) through a pi^text/ ascertained 
that the subject was then residing at l64 - 13'73rd Avenue, 

»=w VO... . ^ , : 

Through a pretext, on January 2 ., I962, a Special 
Agent of the FBI deterinlned that the suWect was then employed 
by James Ruderman, Consulting Englneer,-^4 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. It was further ascertained that this concern 
formerly occupied office space at 32 Union Square, New York 
City. 
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II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COr^TONIST MOVEME>TT 


A. Evidence of Communist Party 
(CP) Membership 


NY T-1 advised that on that 


date 




e informant was unable to furnish any 
otner • inf orrna^on TTlth respect to this matter/ 


■ On the evening of September 28j 19^1^ Special Agents 
of the FBI observed the following individuals enter the subject ^s 
residence, l64 - I 3 YSi'd Avenue, Queens, N^w York, at the 
indicated times: 


8:45 PM 


• 8:47 PM 
\ . 8:55 PM 


-9:00 PM 


9:05 PM 
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B. Evidence of CP Sympathies 


NY T-2 advised tha 




3 made available Informatlo 


yVor a characterization of Camp Kinder land 
see the< Appendix attached hereto. 


le lnformatl< 




For a characterization of the "New 
World Review," see the Appendix 
attached hereto. 
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mat Ion 


ade a\BLiabie Inf or 


yfTXr'i- 


"The Worker" Is an East Coast 
Communist newspaper. 


Relatives 


Wife, CLAIRE VAGO 


On October 9, 1950> Mrs. BERNICE RIVERIA, 114 West • 
ll4th Street, New York City, furnished a signed statement to 
SA VICTOR TURYN. In this statement, Mrs. RIVERIA relates that 
she worked as a housecleaner for the subject for approximately 
two months in 1948. .She stated that during her brief employment 
by the VAGOS, the subject ‘s wife, attempted to recruit her 
into the CP on seveni occasions . 

Mrs. RIVERIA further stEted th4 Mrs. VAGO had told her 
ttet both she and Mr. VAGO were CP members. 


Son, JOHN PAUL VAGO 






\ 




feS(ee>. 
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III . MISCELLANEOUS 




with 


No additional information identifiable 

iject was located in these records. 

IjJY T-7 and other confidential '"informant who are 
familiar with various phases of CP acti^ty in the New York City 
area, when c^tacted during December, /I 96 I, advised that they 
were unableyxo furnish any information concerning the subject. 


L- 


O 







c 
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CAMP 


The “Guide to Subversive Organizstions and 
Publications >“ revised and published as of Januarj^ 2j 
1957 > prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Heprei^ntatives, 
Washington, D.C., contains the following coacernihl 
Camp Kinderland: 


"Camp Kinderland (Hopewell Junction, N.Y.) 

“1. »Tlie Coumunist management of six camps 
in New Y-c'lc State and another in 
California was exposed by committee 
investigations and hearings » * Listed 
amcrg these is Camp Kinderland, a 
children's canp owned and operated 
since 1951 hy Camp lakeland, Inc. ' 

David Green and Sol Veil, manager jind 
president respectively of Camp Lalceland, 
Inc., *have been active members of the 
Coinmunlst Part^’'. * 

(CoirirJ.ttee on Un-American Activj ties. 
Annual Report for 1955# H. R, l'43j 
Januax^y 17# 195^# originally releaised 
January 11,. 1956, pp, 2, 8, and 9#)” 
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’’The Worker, " an East Coast Communist 
nev;spaper^ dated April 16, 19^1, pase 2; colxmin 2; sets 
forth the Advance Office as Room 63 S, 799 Broadway, New 
York City. This article also sets forth that Advance 
needs to de'^elop a well balanced club life of social 
education and pol?.tical activity. 



- 10 - 
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APPENDIX 


CHICAGO COMMITTEE TO DEPEND DEMOCRATIC 
RIGHTS, formerly known as the Chicago 
Joint Defense Committee to Defeat the 
Smith Act. 


A source advised on April 15, 195 ^ > that the 
Chicago Joint Defense Committee to Defeat the Smith Act 
(CJDC) was formed by the Communist Party (CP) in March, 

1956. 

A second source advised on July 17 , 1958, that 
at a working conference of the CJDC held on June 8 , 1958, at 
Chicago, the name of the CJDC was changed to the Chicago 
Committee to Defend Democratic Rights (CCDES^) . The purpose 
of the CCDDR, according to Its "Statement of Principles 
and Organization," Is to "...defend and extend the human 
rights embodied in the Bills of Flights ... and to put an end 
to the political and racial persecutions which threaten 
American democracy today." Officers of the CCDDR elected 
at this conference were Chairman, LEON KATZEN, and "paid 
Executive Secretary," RICHARD CRILEY, both of whom were 
officers of the CJDCT. As of May, 1959, this organization 
continued to function within the framework of its stated 
principles. Working committees affiliated with the CCDDR 
in 1958 and 1959, In accordance with the CCDDR' s Statement 
of Principles and Organization, Included a welfare committee 
for the fallies of Smith Act viotims and a committee to work 
for Taft-Hartley defendants. 

LEON KATZEN was identified by a third source as a 
member of the CP in March, 1959* 

RICHARD CRILEY, according to a fourth source, as 
of March, 1959 , was a member of the Illinois CP State Committee. 

The CP, USA has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 

10450.. ;■ r;.., ’ 'V--' 

On May 9, i 960 , the second source revealed information 
which indicated that the Chicago Smith Act Bnllles Committee is 
an affiliate of the CCDDR. 



- la - 
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APPMDIX 


NATIONAL GUARDIAN 


The ’’Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications,” revised and published as of January 2, 

1957 ^ prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning the 
’’National Guardian” : 

’’National Guardian 

”1, 'Established by the American Labor Party 
In 1947 as a "progressive” weekly. * * ♦ 
Although It denies having any affiliation 
with the Communist Party, It has 
manifested Itself from the beginning 
as a virtual official propaganda arm of 
Soviet Russia . * ' 

(committee on Un-American Activities, 

Re{>ort, 'Trial 'by Treason; The National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the 
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell,' August 25* 
1956, p. 12)" 



- 13 - 
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NEW WORLD REVIEW - r"*" — 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications j " revised and published as of January 2 , 

1957^ prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
reflects the following citation concerning the NEW 
WORLD REVIEW: 


"1. Cited as an organization specializing in 
pro-Soviet propaganda. It was formerly known 
as Soviet Russia Today. 

"(Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, * Handbook for Americans, S. 
Doc. 117; April 23, 1956, p. 90.)" 
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APEENDIX 




THE NEW YORK SCHOOL FOR MARXIST STUDIES 
FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE PEOPLE'S SCHOOL 
FOR MARXIST STUDIES 




"The Worker,” an east coast communist newspaper. 
In Its Issue of December 11, i 960 . Identified BETTY GANNETT 
as a full-time member of the New York State CP Staff in 
the capacity of Organizational and Educational Director. 

"The Worker” of September I 8 , i 960 . Included an 
announcement regarding the PSriS, Room 1922, 833 Broadway, 
New York, New York, reflecting that the Pall Term would 
extend from October 17, I960, through November 23, I960, 
and that the SCOPE (Youth) Classes would extend from 
October 7 , i 960 , through November 11, i 960 . 

”The Worker” of October I 6 , i 960 , announced the 
opening of the New York School for Marxist Studies (NYSMS) 
with general classes beginning October 17, i 960 , and SCOPE 
(Youth) Classes beginning October l4, i 960 . The address of 
the School is Room 1922, 853 Broadway at l4th Street, New 
York, New York. The Spring Term, 1961, catalogue reflects 
Dr, HERBERT APTHEKER as the Director of the School. 
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f'D«32^ (3-2B-dO) 



In Reply t Piaose Ri^er to 
rile No. 



i 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 

jarititL^pys 


Bureau 101-1988 
New York 100-55242 


Title 



Oscar John Vago 


Agent] 
New Yi 


Character Security Matter - C 





nee Is made to the report of Special 
dated and captioned as above, at 




AH sources (except any- listed below) used in referenced 
connnunlcatlon have furnished reliable information in the past* 



Thl« document contains neither recomme 
of the F"BJ and is loaned to your aijency^ 
your agency. 




rf 

conclusions of^fhe FBI. It Is the property 
It an 3 Its contents are not to be distributed outside 


/O 


ALL ![JF0r:^A71C?l CONTAINED 
HErL'r; 13 t;?iCLASsiFiED 
E,'Xtr f , SHOWN 


^ ri?ir?2 (Rev, 1-4-60) 

(^■OMAl KMM MO. 10 • 

UNITED STATES GOVfiflNMENT 

Memorandum 


CWi 


TO 


1 


FROM 

subject: 


tNliAL 

Dlt.etot, FBI (Bull!.- 101-1988 ^ DATBI 1/30/62 

SAC, NEW YORK ( 100-55242 ) 

OSCAR JOIO^VAGO, aka 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
(00:NEW YORK) 


< 



*o-n 



4 




jotfTJfijrJQ kj Th. 

" J _ I 





It is reeommendod that a Sacurlty CLASSIFIED ftV JOWrM The Security Index Card on the 

Index Card be prepared on the <1A VlD I captioned individual should be 

above - captioned individual. DECLASSIFY ONl IMUIt » changed as follows (specify 

change only): 


N ame 


7^ 


OSCAR JOHN VAGO 


Aliases 


osz 


KAl^ 


if rt- 

VAGO, JOHN MURRAY, JOHN MURAY 


]n 


atlve Bom 


-XJn 


aturalized 


n 


Alien 


[13 


Cotnniunlst 


Socialist Workers Potty 


□ 


Independent Socialist League 


I [ Miscellaneous (specify) 


— 

1 iTab for Detcoin 

Race ^ 

White 

1 — iMale 1 f Female 

Dolft of Birth 

2/27/98 

place of Birth y/'' 

Budapest, Hungary 


Buslnesa Address (show name of employing concern and address) 

James Ruderman, 

/ Consulting Engineer 
^ 84 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 

Key Facility Data 








Geographical Reference Number 


.Responsibility 


Interested Agencies 




Residence Address 


164^13 73rd Avenue, 
Queens, New York 



Bureau IQl- 
k 


New York ( 


LEB 

REGI 













i|! 
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It iB i^coramended that the subject *s name be 
included in the Security Index for the following reasons 


ts of 
other 
ion of 
8 memb 
reside 


On 10 / 19 / 50 , Mrs. BERNICE RIVERIA, in a signed state 
ment executed by her, stated that in 19 ^ 8 , Mrs. VAGO, the 
subject's wife, had told her that both she and Mr, VAGO, the 
subject, were members of the CP. 


% 









QFnOMAl, KWUA NO. 10 

Ml 0-1 01-01 



UNITED STATES GJ ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

/ 

TO 




FROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI (IOI-I 988 ) 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-55242) (c) 


date: 


2 / 33/62 


o 

subject: OSCAR JOHN VAGO aka 

SM-C 

(00:NEW YORK) 




Id FD-122 both 


ReNYrep of SA 
dated l/^0/6^ 

NY In receipt of Security Index cards regarding 

the subject. 

^ /Subject was personally observed by Agent personnel 

[ jin the vicinity of his residence on 2 / 21 / 62 . 



' NY has placed a Security Flash (FD-I 65 ) In the 

[ .) subject *s name with the FBI Identification Division, Washington, 

» D. C , 


r ■ i 


^ There being no outstanding leads, this case is 

/ . : being placed In a closed status. 






* , - .V i I 

- Bureau (IOI-1988) (rm) 

1 : York ^ 


S-'S-n 

ALL INfOCMATION CONTAlNtQ ' 

HEREIN IS UI'ICUSSIrlED ^ ^ j / 

13 FEB..2S 196? ■ '■ " .. 


LEBsrmc 

(3) 


.iow iHitr;- 0!A 

unc.o 




UC t.:. ..I 0 


i%2 



FD-’22(Hev. 1-4-60) 

OPTIOMAl, KMM no. 10 


UNITED STATES GOVEV NMENT 

Memorandum 


Dlroctor, FBI (Buhl®. 101-19-88 


FROM : SAC. NEW YORK (100-55242) 

subject: OSCAR JOHN'^GO aka 

SM-C 

(00: NSW YORK) ' 


date: 1 1 / 1 4/62 


^ 

C vr .3 ^ ^ „ ,, 


□ It is r«coEnin®nd®d that a Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above • captioned individual. 


rm The Security Index Cord on the 
captioned individual should be 
changed as follows (specify 
change only): 



I f M 


atlve Born 


I Jn 


aturalixed 


Communist 


□ 


Socialist Workers Porty 


I i MlscellaneouS (specify) 


Independent Socialist League 


CZI 



Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 

Add: Engineer 


Key Facility Data 


Geographical Reference Number 


Interested Aqenclee 


HI- Ilf f 


Responsibility) )_ 


1-New 
CJR: j 










. »-2«3 (Rev. 5-1-56) 


COf^Fihrmif' > 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


«EI*OWTING OFFICE 

NEW YORK 


OFFiCe OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 


INVESTIGATIVC PERIOD 


TITLE OF CASE 

0 

OSCAR JOHN VAOO aka 


REFERENCE: 

ALL IKFOR’.'ATION CONTAINED 

HEHEiri 13 L'fjCLASSIFIED 

EXCcrf shown 

OTHEfi.ViiE 

ADMINISTRATIVE: ' 


12/10/62 - 1/22/63 


TVP«0 BY 

gmz 


CHARAaER OF CASE 

■ 

M 

SM-C 







NYrep of 
1/30/62/ 


t ed 


‘ - C - 


3Vr>-'S'*1 

CLASSIFIED BY;'^ 
DECLASSIFY OH: 


oibR 


One copy of this repo rt Is being furnished 
First Arm2U.22£]9LJYork 



Ll^ 


the subject at nl^r! 


lence on 12/5/62 J 


ibserved 




by SA 
emplo 


^^^le pretext telephone call of 1/22/63, was made _ 
■HH|||to the switchboard operator at the subject 
ymen^^ No formal pretext was necessary because when ^ 
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SA^mHasked to speak to the subject « the operator advised 
tha^i^Tfes out to lunc'h, but that he would return to the office 
in a little while. 


INFORMANTS 
Identity of Source 


Pile No. Where Located 


NY 100-55242-365-^. 


The following Informants when contacted on the dates 
indicated were unable to furnish any information about the 
subject: ' 


Informant 


Da te C on ta c te d 


Agent Contactig 




COVER PAGE 




FD-305 (Rev. 1-25-60J 



1 > rx~| Subject’s name Is included In the Security Index. 

2 . f~x1 The data appearing on the Security Index card are 

current . 

3. ) I Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 

and Form PD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 

4. r~3n A suitable photograph | | is | [ is not available. 

5. p^ Careful consideration has been given to each source 

concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
Instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

6. 1 I Subject is employed in a key facility and 

la charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are . 

7. 1 I This report is classified __________ because 

(state reason) 


8 . 


Subject previously interviewed (dates) 

Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 
to preclude any embarrassment to the Bureau in view of 
the subject’s conviction inpederadburt during 1952 on a 
charge of perjury. 


9. 


lo.cz; 


This' case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall - 




Subject’s SI card I I is 
Subject’s activities | H do 
tabbing. 


is not'- tabbed Detcom, 
do not warrant Detcom 
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UNi . i£D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FD-904 (B«t. 3-8-eS} 


Copyfo. 1 - G-2, First Army^ NYC (RM) 


Report of: 
Dote: 



Office: New York, New York 


Field Office File Noj 100-552^2 


Bureau File No.: 101-19B8 


Trtle: OSCAR JOHN VAGO 


OKiracte: SECURITY MATTER - C 


Synopda 

Subject resides at l64«13 ?3rd Ave., Queens, NY, 
and is employed by JAMES RUDERMAN, Consulting Engineer, 

84 Fifth Ave., NY, NY. Subject was a member of IWC from 
1947 - 1951 . Misc^aneous data set forth. 

- C - 


DETAII3: . 


I. BACKGROUND 

Residence and Employment 

On December 5 , 19^2, Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation observed the subject at 
his residence, 1647 13 73rd Avenue, Queens, New York. 


ALL mom A : 10 1 i CONTAINED 

HEREiii 13 3i;31.A::3iFlED , I). 


Tbii oontdnfl ndtlMr refiommendAtlonf bat eonelniloBs of Cbo FBL It la tho propoxtr of tha FBI and !a loanad to yotir aconey; It and 

tta eoAtenti an not to bo <Uatiibutcd ootoldc yoinr agonoy. 
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Through a pretext, A Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation determined on January 22, 
1963> that the subject was then employed by JAMES 
RUDERMAN, Consulting Engineer, 84 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
New York* 


II. MISCELLANEOUS 



The IWO has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450 • 

The following letter appeared in the "Letters 
To The Editor" section of the October 30, 1962, Late City 
Edition of the "New York Herald Tribune": 

"To the N. y. Herald Tribune: 

I wish to commend Mr. LIPP^ffANN for his writing in today 
(Oct. 25) Herald Tribune .r ; 

All warlike steps we have taken should be oanceled and 
let us negotiate rather than perish. We either discuss 
our problems with Cuba at the round table in the UN or 
else there will be nothing and nobody left to discuss. 

Any one has the right to feel "better dead than Red" but 
he has no right to impose this death upon those who do not 
feel that way. 

. ’ ' " : / ' OSCAR J. VAGO 

Flushing" ' ' * ' t 





